There are many good reasons 
for a holiday in Germany 



What springs to mind when the 
names West Berlin and the 
Federal Republic of Germany are 
mentioned? Streamlined cars 
and perfect traffic systems, pro- 
ductions lines in factories. Great 
nmes in the worlds of wt fltera- 
tore and rmislc? 

Of course, but one also thinks of 
the joy in living, of celebrated 
places and casttes, of pulsating 
ctty life and the romantlo half- 
timbered houses in sleepy towns, 
ornuMtf iiMu^miuctod 
forests alone, of invigorating river 
trips, of adventure and relaxation 
from the seashores to the moun- 
tains. 

Whoever you are - whether you 
travel light dr heavy, whether you 


are an explorer or an aesthete 
interested in serious art or bikinis, 
romanticist or realist - Germany 
is happy to welcome you. One 
does not always realise that a 
holiday in Germany need not be 


expensive. Whether he wants tp 
spend 20 DM or 100 DM a day* 
the holiday maker can be accorrh 
modated here. : .3 

See yod toon In the Fedete| 
Republic of Germany! *11 


S Holidays Deutsche Zentrale fOr Tourismus ; 

■ in Germany * D 6 Frankft,rt/M *» Beethovenstr. 69.; 


I wpuid like to get to know the Feddrdl ft&ubllc of Germarffif 
Please, send me your general brocht^:^ : * • * r 1 



he C9emtm aMktne 
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Defence changes in Europe 
to be expected 
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IVshlngton’s great debate on US 
IT troop strength in Eu rope is in full 
Ping. The senate defence committee has 
tolled the government's manpower 
posals for the armed forces by 
110.000. and government and Congres- 
A opponents of unilateral force 
eductions In Europe are increasingly 
rwritd. 

In she Mouse foreign affaires committee 
iBfren-pcr-cent cut in current US troop 
ttnigih in Europe of 307,000 men over a 
pnod of eighteen months, and further 
hhttin a Senate committee and a fresh 
^Kh by Senator Mike Mansfield 
fiflwed. 

Seutor Mansfield suggested halving 
cuitni US troop strength of over 
c'jQjCXX) men abroad over a period of 
diupn. The government,. anxious to 
** of this kind in the bud, lias 
^Jftlljeavy artillery. 

! Secretary of State Kenneth 

JjJ to warned against undermining the 
;{** talks, and Defence Secretary 
-Jtoinger also feels it to be advisable to 
■Jjniaia the existing balance of power 
'ijhtrihan to make unilateral cuts. 

j a confusing business. The motion 
j.m in the House of Representatives 
■w not Jje tied .to a celling for military 
: ynditure in Europe, so its stipulations 
not be mandatory. In view of the 
Ptmmenft earnest a resolution may 
s: '*wn be passed. 

yer« one to be passed, It would be 
toed by the President. But the Senate 
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talks do, indeed, provide Washington with 
an opportunity of retaining the Initiative. 

There is a fair likelihood that the only 
decision Congress will lake this year will 
be a reduction In the overall strength of 
the armed Forces. 

As the House has proposed more 
sweeping cuts than the Senate committee 
n compromise will probably be reached 
and the reductions be less drastic than 
they might have been. 

Assuming that (he Senate figure of 
2.076,800 is maintained, there would be 
no overriding necessity for troop 
withdrawals from Europe. 

As far as tiiis year and (lie first stage of 
troop cut talks witli the East are 
concerned, the situation docs not look 
quite so gloomy, then, but the anxiety of 
those wlto want to hold the fort is 
nonetheless genuine, 

They have more th rui (his year in mind, 
and Senator Mansfield’s arguments have a 
convincing ring for many Americans. 

in view of cuts in domestic expenditure 
and several dollar devaluations, he says, 
troop costs come in for consideration. 
The cost of stationing US troops in 
Europe amount to an estimated 4,000 
million dollars a year directly and 7,000 
million dollars inclusive of ancillary 
expenditure. 

The Pentagon maintains that bringing 
the boys back home would not result in 
savings, but in view of changing exchange 
rates this argument may no longer hold 
water. Besides, revaluation of the Mark 
has hit the US balance of payments. 

An additional factor is that the cost of 
living in tins country has increased by 
leaps and bounds, affecting botli serving 
members of the US armed forces and 
their families. 

Over the next few years conscription in 
the , United States is to be abolished. 
Despite good pay and improved living 
conditions there are so few recruits with 
professional qualifications that the Army 
is already having to sign on school 
dropouts and others who are unlikely to 
make good soldier material. 

Tills state of affairs is bound to lead to 



Grand Prix winner 


Jackie Stewart won the German Grand Prix at the Niirburgrlng on 6 August Stewart 
did the 14 laps in 1 hr 42 mini 3 secs at an average speed of 186 kilometres per hour. 
The total distance of the 14 laps was 319.7 kms. (Photo: wnfried sviturs) 


troop cuts, as may the development of 
new weapons techniques, radar and 
miniature nuclear devices. 

Above all, however, the entire debate is 
taking place against a changed political 
background, both in ties between Nato 
countries and the Eastern Bloc and on the 
home front, where the authority of the 
President has taken a hammering as a 
result of (lie Wagcrgatc affair. 

hi view of the sum total of political, 
financial and military developments a 
reappraisal has become indispensable. 

The Defence Secretary has begun by 
promising acceptable solutions with 
regard to costs. Savings may be made by 
reducing the number of servicemen’s 
dependents in tills country and reducing 
their touts of duly here. But this wifi 
hardly be the end of the story. 

In the past proposals for major changes 
have been warded off by referring to the 
demoralising repercussions they would be 
sure to have in Europe and emphasising 
the weakness of Nato in comparison with 
the Eastern Bloc. 

The current feeling - and it Is a 
justifiable one -r is that Europe must be 
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Bonn and SofiajQ^gstablisku - 
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diDlomatic ti 


X>onn's OstpoHtik is slowly coming to a 
successful conclusion, one of the last 
hurdles having been scaled now that full 
diplomatic ' ties are to be established with 
Bulgaria. 

For several years policy towards the 1 
Eastern Bloc has been to come to teritfs; 
and to aim at detente and * tKe 
establishment of normal relations With 
the countries of the so*called sociajlhU , 
camp. 

Following Intensive talks between 
Bulgarian u and ■ Bonn « Foreign Office 1 
officials' W this country, the two sides’ 
agreed ‘.Mo establish foil diplomatic 
relations shortly. The formal agreement 
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realistic and expect changes, insisting 
only that such changes a* are made take 
balancc-of-power requirements into ac- 
count in a political climate that does not 
seem to be fraught with danger all along 
the line. 

Tiiis being the case, it might be 
preferable to indicate to Congress that 
Europe does not propose to be inflexible 
but would like to enter into negotiations 
with the Eastern Bloc in such a way dial 
Nato retains a common viewpoint. 

Defence Secretary Schlesinger is right 
in noting that the usual references to the 
allegedly overwhelming military super- 
iority of the oilier side are no longer 
sufficient to convince Congress of the 
need for maintaining a troop strength 
that even America’s allies , no longer 
consider to be necessarily sufficient. 

A more satisfactory argument in favour 
of maintaining US troop strength on this 
side of the Atlantic would be to estimate 
a feasible power balance. This is what 
Nato would do well to work on. 

Hans B. Meyer 

(Hannover sc he Allgem nine, 1 Adjust 1973) 

so . ? 

Bonn arid Sofia reached agreement 
relatively- swiftly ^vtew of the fact that 
there are r)ext to ho bilateral problems 
ourerifiidlrig.'.' Links might hav« bjeen 
forged long ago but for th$ Bulgarian 
determination to demon? t^ 

Wl.lji alfeltow-momber 6f the Easiem lnoc 


■ W#-; "W ,'-*- ! 


will probably be rthed late f tHlf dimmer ■ 
by Bond' Pdret^i ''Minister^ Walter tjchetl 
during Ws’ visit fotW BUlgftrianl36pTtaf. : . r ' 1 

Contacts with Sofia were forged only a 
few weaks -agd' agalririt 7 Lhb J bSckj^ouhtf rif 
(1^ rEuiojbeafil security ' cotiftrence lh : 
Helrin kf.' Tlw "W re 1 1 alsoteStab lished with 
Bu'dapest. tdndffoll diplomatic relations 
with Hungary are expected to follow* 
before the year is out. 


the “$EiR; And Bdijn , dritf'CiedfvOslovakla,, 

: A41 Isinriw clear, forswlft intenslAcgilptb 
of relations between this 
Bulgaria, which have t^gdUlMllfy^beaqj 
cordial — a traditlon t hat ^0^ l| ? p?g^pq , 
t^rttetabllsli in-.^l$^Sfjd-t|adyj^la tjijiji. 

Bulgaria is-M'‘th^ifroms o£^fey6lrifilft| / 
frorii WwiSritti Wft- aftjuymauk&j 
couhlm^ndffhete iriiiriplb f optitfWtirirty. 

. *■ to? < »¥ i «uft orsf ' I • 
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(Kieltr Nachrlchicn, 3 August 1973) 
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Non- aligned countries prepare 
for Algiers summit 


S tanding on Ihe battlefield by the 
Sutjcska, a Bosnian mountain stream 
where one of the most dramatic 
engagements between the German occu- 
pation troops and the encircled high 
command of (he Yugoslav partisans took 
place in the early summer of 1943, 
President Tito recalled, early this July, the 
fate of his closest international associates 
in non-alignment, a movement that 
began more than a decade ago. 

“Nehru is dead, Sukarno Is dead, Nasser 
is dead," the 8 1 -year- old Marshal declared 
with unmlstokeable emotion, “but wc 
who are left will entry on the work!" 

Despite cat-calls from various quarters 
international interest in the policies of 
tin non-aligned countries is on the 
increase. President Tito added confident- 
ly. These policies, he claimed, constituted 
lire conscience of Mankind as a whole. 

The non-aligned countries are to confer 
for the fourth time in Algiers during tho 
first week in September and plan to bo 
more vociferous and emphatic than ever 
before in their views on specific 
international problems of various kinds, 
but especially the growing gap between 
Ihe economically highly-developed coun- 
tries of the \v„orld and their backward 
neighbours. 

In terms of number the Algiers 
conference will be the largest non-aligned 
sum mil ever, members coming mainly 
from the developing world of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. 

Bearing in mind the weakness of this 
grouping in terms of power politics 
observers in .the rich Industrialised 
countries have been known to deride 
summits of this kind as mee tings of 
have-nots. lire poorest of ihe poor and 
the lunipenprolctiirial of die world. 

Yet at the UN, if nowhere else, 
majority decision against the non-aligned 


W arsaw Pact Party leaders, including 
Nicolae Ccausescu of Rumania, are 
assembled for a summer summit in 
the Crimea, a favourite holiday haunt of 
okJ for Moscow VIPs. The summer 
summit has become something, of a 
traditional event, though the Soviet 
leaders do not designate it as such. 

This year it will probably prove 
particularly important, this being the first 
time the Warsaw Pact leaders have met 
since Leonid Brezhnev’s visits to Bonn, 
Washington and Paris. 

Even assuming that Soviet diplomats 
have already informed Communist leaders 
of the outcome of the talks with 
Chancellor Brandi and Presidents Nixon 
and Pompidou, there is no substitute for 
first-hand information. 

Moscow’s peace initiative, to use the 
term favoured by the socialist states, is 
being lent every assistance by the Warsaw 
Pact countries, but varying reports from 
individual Eastern Bloc capitals would 
seem to indicate that coordination is not 
all it might be. 

The mass media in Czechoslovakia dealt 
in detail with General Secretary Brezh- 
nev's visit to Bonn, for Instance, hut 
showed more reserve in their coverage of 
his visit to the United States. It is 
doubtless not merely a matter of not 
being able to keep pace with Soviet 
tempo hut also one of domestic 
misgivings. 

The westernmost members nf the 
Warsaw Pact are less able to shield 
themselves from undesirable information 
from the West dun is (lie Soviet Union. A 
stricter ideological dividing line is thus to 
be drawn. 

VYfth this aim in view the socialist 


nations, particularly the 77 Group 
specially concerned with development 
issues (now consisting of 98 countries, 
with die non-aligned nations as their most 
prominent spokesmen), are no longer 
feasible. 

Doubtless in view of (his development 
leading Western and Eastern Bloc 
politicians have abandoned their disdain 
of the Third World in recent years. 

Compared with the number of 
countries represented at the first 
conference of non-alignod countries, held 
111 Belgrade in 1961, their numerical 
strength has nearly trebled in twelve 
years. 

At President Tito's invitation (he heads 
of state and representatives of 25 
countries and three observer states 
gathered together in Belgrade. In addition 
to Nelmi, Nasser and Sukarno, the 
pioneers included U Nil of Burma and 
Kwanie Nkrumali of Ghana. 

New names and new faces will 
characterise the Algiers summit. In 
comparison with Lusaka, where (lie last 
conference was held three years ago, lire 
number of countries represented will have 
increased from 5-4 to seventy. 

In recent years there have been a 
considerable number of newcomers from 
Latin America, making a current total of 
fourteen countries, whose representatives 
will include Salvador Allcnde of Chile. 
Fidel Castro of Cuba, Juan Domingo 
Peron of Argentina and Luis Echcverriu 
of Mexico. 

Wliat is the idea and the motive force 
behind the non-aligned bloc, which was 
once condemned by Jolui Foster Dulles 
as immoral, was originally rejected no less 
emphatically by the Soviet Union and 
rated by a number of Western European 
politicians as cither an unprincipled show 
of fence-sitting between the great powers 


or “numerous, vociferous and ineffec- 
tive”? 

Initially, with the Cold War between 
Washington and Moscow still in progress, 
the non-aligned countries undoubtedly 
wanted to create a counterweight to this 
total polarisation and to gain prominence 
for a strain of neutralism. 

One of the most significant results of 
the 1961 Belgrade summit was an appeal 
transmitted to the United States Hnd the 
Soviet Union to agree to peaceful 
coexistence and negotiations. 

Much of what the non-aligned countries 
advocated in those days has now become 
(lie day-to-day business of politics. 
Washington and Moscow arc on better 
terms. China and the United Stales have 
started talking to one another. Detente is 
progressing in Central Europe. The war In 
iiulo-Chiua is tailing off. 

“To a certain extent, you know, we 
were the ones who initiated this 
rapprochement,” Tunisian Foreign Minis- 
ter Masmoudi recently noted in an 
interview. Tho current process of detente 
is, he claimed, attributable to ihe policies 
of the non-aligned. 

This, of course, is something of an 
exaggeration, yet it would be premature 
to conclude that now the superpowers are 
on lie tier terms the non-aligned countries 
no longer mattered, having outlived their 
purpose. 

The currently observable “practice of 
rcacliing understanding,” to quote Mar- 
shal Tito’s chief theoretician Edvars 
KardeJj, who will be attending the Algiers 
summit, renders the role of the 
non-aligned countries more important 
than ever. 

They must endeavour to ensure that 
“this understanding genuinely conforms 
witli die interests of all countries, thereby 
averting the danger of (rapprochement) 


Warsaw Pact leaders 
meet in Crimea 


countries have of late, almost unnoticed, 
concluded a number of agreements on 
ideological cooperation evidently intend- 
ed solely to counteract the Western 
demand in Helsinki for a freer exchange 
of views and information. 

At last year’s Crimea summit the 
Warsaw Pact countries' policy on the 
German Question will have headed the 
agenda, particularly in relation to tho 
treaty between Bonn and Prague and the 
tics with Budapest and Sofia that might 
follow if. 

This year ihe multilateral repercussions 
of detente will probably head the list. 
During the first stage of tho European 
security conference in Helsinki it grew 
apparent that the price that will have (o 
be paid in return for success will prove 
higher than ilu smaller socialist countries 
in particular had expected. 

The demands for a greater flow of 
information made by the West and 
neutral countries affect Iron Curtain 
border countries such as the GDR, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary in particu- 
lar. They, in return, are the most ardent 
m their attacks oil imperialism mid tho 
“class enemy.” 

Jiudc Provo, die official daily paper of 
the Czech Communist Party, recently 
reiterated a warning that rapprochement 
would be tantamount to abandoning tho 
class struggle. 


At the Crimean summit the Soviet 
Union will have to outline what it 
proposes to do to dispel these fears. The 
action it takes will, of course, need to be 
related to the economic situation. 

Soviet Premier Kosygin's intimation In 
Vienna that Comecon is considering 
establishing a direct link with the 
European Community in Brussels has yet 
to be the subject of comment in Eastern 
European capitals. There can be no 
mistaking the anxiety of Poland and 
Rumania in particular lest these direct 
links commit them to follow too closely 
in Moscow’s footsteps and limit their own 
freedom of action. 

The last Comecon meeting in Prague 
failed to reach agreement on current 
diffences of opinion. Tho Soviet Union is 
having a harder time than a few years ago 
in gaining approval of its concept of 
"complex socialist economic integra- 
tion” all the more so in view of the Fact 
that it would like to cut back its 
contributions to fellow-members - in the 
fuel and power sector, for instance. 

So many bones of contention have 
accumulated dial a top-level discussion 
has long been necessary. 

There will be two main reasons why tire 
Crimean summit has again been declared 
to be no more than a coincidental holiday 
arrangement. The first is to render the 
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nal predominance.” ® c? - 

Yugoslavia itself at one of the r 
critical intersections of 
interests, so it is easy to understani ! 

Belgrade is a particularly cnersetic I 
cate of the principles of noni- 
In the course of his visit to Yu.-,-' 
last April this coun try’s ChanceHoiV-' 
commented frankly on the functioncte Ante B 8 a,n the F ^P ,s at the centre °F 
non-aligned group. 1 Upolitlcal speculation, and not with- 

He advised them tn avtp nrt <wt » own doIn 8- The Action of the 
cooperation intensify °d£r J? J ; « fiment ls: when wiU thc Frec Dem °crats 

ti ' e , coaiition t th i spDi 

and, above all, to Implore t Tbi u either cheering or 

political and economic cooperation ; in Its top.cailty depending on 
This, of course, disreiardina 1 wVspoUtlcai colours. An.d the topfcallty 
moment the plethora of political co- i ^ Q" 05 * 1011 results from the 

between Asian and Arab mmk ■"* ,™ d f ‘P ‘™, d ™ ee , s ■* * 
particular, is tire Achilles Wti »'•*' of liberals about the transience of 
nonaligned countries. editions. 

. . . . , . Tho fact is that the FDP’s position In 

Their spokesmen rightly draw rep<j : ^ Coalition In this legislative period is 
attention to die worsening ewiKiptc different from that in the previous 
position of the developing counlnr>zfne Another fact is that parties cannot 
relation to the far swifter grawihtfav shunted on to coalition sidings at will. 
Irighly-developed nations (tho tnifr. n ieie two facts determine ihe poten- 
ness of the developing counlrkih tlality for political action by thc FDP and 
reached ihe astronomic level of £f: fcjr political radius of action, 
million dollars), but their Immi 1 Unlike the link-up of 1969-1972 the 
the well-to-do industrial couuiijca IV . (present coalition Is not a Joint venture by 
much of the moral forco for as long i>Jnn hunter! nnrlles constantly fiohtins For 
non-aligned countries fail to demerit 


FDP are not overshadowed 
by their big coalition partner 


convincingly their own efforts to v 
urgent oconomic problemes. Instill:, 
outdo one another in senseless do®- 
prestige projects in many^isianivs. 

Most non-aligned countries are 
course well aware of die fact. At: 
Georgetown conference of noD-dt- 
Foreign Ministers in August last yei/i 
“action programme for economic w; 
ration” was drawn up. 

Alongside accusations of racism : 
colonialism in Africa this topic is t'h 
focal point of the Algiers ponferw.* 


ho hunted parties constantly fighting for 
wvival. The coalition now has a 
comfortable majority allowing tho SPD 
md FDP to fight out their differences of 
qitiion in tne open without pulling 
;und\csf , 

The free Democrats arc taking 
advantage of this new freedom, with thc 
North Rid nc-Westphal Ians leading thc 
uy.And thc Social Democrats arc using 
l? opportunity, too, especially their left 

Mfp 

Tta development is backed up by u 
fully increased feeling of self-con fi- 
iflice within die two parties. Recent 


Maybe a number of pefidwr* 1 -' cpnnn polls have shown the SPD on the 


Arab countries will be confront 
the provocative query qs to why 
speculate with their millions on Wr 
markets Instead of investing them * 
joint development fund. ohjlh'j 

(SUddeutsche Zeltung, 28 W) ■* | 


tirg* of an absolute majority, while the 
FW hu teached eleven per cent of the 
■/Morale and Is still climbing. The 
CDU/CSU are struggling below the 
• 'ti-pcr-cent level. 

It is no wonder that many Social 



Democrats feel it is now time to aim for 
the absolute majority and to do so with 
an all-out socialist policy. It is not 
necessary to worry about thc FDP, they 
feci, because the structure of that party’s 
voting group means that the Free 
Democrats cannot break away from thc 
Coalition. 

As a matter of fact - despite real or 
Imaginary changes in the CDU/CSU - 
there is no question of a changeover of 
coalitions until thc Christian Democrats 
find a successful formula to win back 
their lost supporters. 

Whatever discontent has so far arisen 
among lire electorate about thc Coalition 
and its policies the CDU/CSU have so far 
not been able to cash in on It. 

And unless there is a major shift of the 
voting structure thc question that will be 
asked at thc 1976 general election will 
not be: what coalition will govern in 
Bonn? It will be: can the FDP prevent 
thc Social Democrats’ achieving the 
absolute majority? 

As far ;rs the structure of (he electorate 
Is concerned it is quite true that thc FDP 
will not be able to afford a major 
reorientation in the near future - unless 
of course thc SPD leadership is 
completely overwhelmed by thc left- 
wing. 

Many of (hose who voted for the FDP 
at the last election would only support 
the party within the framework of a 
coalition with tho SPD. Analyses of the 
November 1972 elections show this 
dearly. 


The question is whether thc FDP can 
claim the allegiance of those who want an 
SPD/FDP coalition with the vital element 
of the liberal corrective so firmly that 
they would remain loyal even If the FDP 
joined in a different coalition. 

Tliis is possible, but only in the long 
term and only If thc FDP can present 
itself as a Liberal-Socialist entity carrying 
on thc policies outlined in the statement 
of government policy, in other words if 
the FDP can show thnt it has remained 
true to Us word while the SPD has veered 
off to the far left. 

This will not be achieved, however, if 
FDP members blurt out all their feelings 
about a possible switch of coalition. Thc 

E must instead hammer home its 
1-socialist position on all important 
domestic and foreign affairs platforms. 

Pursuance of clear policies In Bonn will 
do far more to prove the FDP’s 
Independent nature to its electorate than 
taking (he first opportunity of removing 
an SPD government (say in Lower 
Saxony) by forming a CDU/FDP 
coalition. 

At the next party-political conference 
of the FDP the main question is scarcely 
likely to be the future of the Coalition, 
unless the FDP consciously intends to 
make its followers uncertain of their 
allegiances. 

It will be up to the party to show its 
colours on important matters of domestic 
policy, such as tax reform, land law, 
accumulation of capital in private hands 
and worker participation in management. 

These are (he questions (hat will 
demonstrate what the FDP is worth. 
What can they prevent becoming law - 
and more important, wliat can they gel 
put on Ihe stature books? 

Although the differences of opinion 


between the two government parties are 
still quite marked with regard to domestic 
policies they are very subtle when it 
comes to German and foreign policy. 

It is hard to say to wliat degree political 
differences lie behind the dispute 
between Walter Schcel and Egon Bahr, a 
demarcation disagreement because (he 
Foreign Ministry has virtually mono- 
polised preparations for thc European 
security conference and is now starting to 
play a much greater role in iitter-Gerninn 
relations. 

At any rate it Is striking thc way Walter 
Schcel emphasises that for him the 
Western Alliance takes priority and lakes 
apparent delight in reeling off the obstacles 
that stand in the way of detente. 

The days when thc Foreign Office nnd 
its ministers stood in the shadow of the 
Chancellery are past and gone. No one 
now doubts Schecl’s political stature. Thc 
main worry in the SPD is whether in fact 
Schcel nnd his Free Democrats curry loo 
much weight in (he Coalition. 


Minor points 


For the mo men l these differences nf 
opinion tire no tiling more than thc little 
points that nlwuys cause friction In a 
coalition. In thc short term speculation 
about thc future of the SPD/FDP 
coalition is therefore misplaced and In the 
medium term a split is unlikely. 

Any idea (hat Walter School will lake 
over us President from Gustav Hcincmnnn 
in 1974 lias now been squashed, lie will 
enter (he 1*176 elect inn campaign as 
leader of his paity and Willy Brandt's 
coalition paitner. 

It seems likely that the coalition 
question will start to become a problem 
at a later dale - perhaps 1°8Q. M any 
rate it will be after the Brandi /Schcel 
era. 

Brandt and School arc linked by strong 
mutual (rust which helped forgo this 
coalition and has carried it through many 
astomi. RolfZwtdcl 

(Die Zell. 20 July IV7J) 
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Trades unions must fight 
extremism in their midst 


Therefore the recognition of the need 
for reforms can be taken as a clear 
indication of the function of the unions 
in the social order. 

In the course of the past twenty years 
the unions themselves have repeatedly 
come out with the accusation that by 
adopting a pay and social welfare 
structure that conforms to tlie free 
enterprise economy they would be 
denying their Marxist roots, while at the 
same time pursuing a policy of 
appeasement and integration with “capit- 
alism”. 

For years the unions have been dodging 
such accusations and thus the basic 
conflict over whether they are to be a 
factor in the normal order of what they 
call “capitalism”, but wlrich is in fact far 
from being capitalism in the classic sense, 
or whether they are to work, for tho 
overthrow of such an order. 

Such shortcomings put them in a 
difficult position with regard to defend- 
ing themselves against the attacks of 
radicals. For among young theoreticians, 
who act as advisers to trades unions, there 
has recently been a growth in theoretical, 
Marxist -orlon ta ted criticism of thc frec 
enterprise economic system. 

Seriously the question Is being asked 
whether price rises are the result of 
oligo-politlcal markets, or whether rising 


prices result from a politically determined 
“running amok of businessmen” in which 
employers associations have a hand. 

Economic policies designed to create 
currency stability, doubts about the 
autonomy of collective bargaining in the 
light of wage demands that undermine 
stability, as well as the setting-up of 
concerted action are all supposed to back 
up the supposed positions of power held 
by industrialists and help to break the 
power of the unions. 

These are just a few examples. They 
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show that people are no longer thinking 
In terms of economic contexts but In 
terms of Ideological power categories. 

The more these radicals can spread 
their tentacles In such a large organisa- 
tion, offering 'them ample space to try 
out their plans for overthrowing the 
system the more difficult it will be for 
the union confederation to ward off 
attacks from radicals outside the 
organisation. 

Basically these neo-Marxist theoreti- 
cians within the union confederation are 
of a similar stamp to the Juso strategists. 


with the difference (list at the same time 
they call into question thc authority of 
the unions, while the revolutionaries 
within the Unions want to do away with 
the social order of this country with the 
aid of that very union authority and union 
power. 

If those members of the union execu- 
tive who are concerned witli practical 
union policies allow themselves to be forced 
into a framework of radical thought by 
their spiritual advisers they could find 
themselves in a highly uncomfortable 
position. 

They will give rise to suspicions that 
they are in opposition to radicals outside 
the unions simply because they fear for 
their own authority and position. . 

Those who allow attacks on the free 
enterprise economy from within union 
ranks, using the same arguments as those 
put forward by extremist groups outside 
the unions will only be able to offer weak 
resistance if one day there is a threat to 
transform the organisation into a radical 
Instrument. 

Unionists will only be able to fight off 
attacks by extremists in ,thc .long run if 
they fight (tie fight because of a basically 
positive attitude towards Ihe social set-up 
In the Federal Republic nnd not because 
they fear for their jobs. 

This would not involve tho unions' 
castrating their willingness and ability to 
push through reforms. Only if they can 
blow away the clouds of Marxism from 
their reformirig zeal are Urey likely to 
make effective progress. 

Ernst Gtinter Vetter 

(l-rankfurter AJIgomfllaa Zeltung 
for DeutichtinU, 31 July 1973) 
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Volkswagen tries to reduce 
assembly-line boredom 


r |'Hie assembly lines at (lie five 
J. Volkswagen factories in this country 
stop once every two hours ami the 
22,000 assembly-line workers — just over 
one third of Volkswagen's total labour 
force of 65,000 — are able to drink their 
coffee, milk or beer and cat (heir 
sandwiches. 

Ten minutes later the assembly lines are 
switched on again and the automobile 
production process can resume. The 
thousands of individual “operations” 
continue monotonously at the rate 
determined by means of n stopwatch and 
metre rule until the next break. 

But docs this ten-minute break 
conform to Paragraph 01 of the new 
industrial relations law which demands 
that the labour process .should be 
arranged in a fashion lit for human 
beings? 

This eoimliy’s car manufacturers arc 
not certain, as the formation of the 
“assembly line working parly” in tlie 
autumn of 1972 reveals. All automobile 
ft mis - with the exception of Porsche - 
belong to this organisation. 

The establishment or the organisation is 
by no means coincidental. Assent bly-liue 
working — fiixt Introdbced one hundred 
years ago in the Chicago slaughter-houses 
by a mun namod Taylor who lluis made 
his routine - Has now Fallen Into 
ill-repute all over the world. 

Motor manufacturers, who have been 
dependent on the assembly line since 
Henry Ford started muss production of 
his Tin Lizzie on 1 April 1913, have been 
racking their brains for a so) ii lion for 
some time. 

An increasing number of workets are 
fleeing from (his production method - as 
many as 52 per cent left Volvo in 1969 
for instance. Volvo therefore took the 
sensational decision to end assembly-line 
working which divides the manufacturing 



process into a number of individual 
operations. 

Instead, the whole manufacturing 
process is now tire responsibility of the 
various work groups. Fifteen per cent of 
Volvo’s 45,000-strong labour force arc 
already working according to this new 
scheme, a delegation of the Federal 
Republic’s metalworkers trade union 
found on (heir recent trip to Sweden. 

The Volkswagen management has so far 
sent iio one to Sweden to investigate this 
method but Herr Kugland of the welfare 
department, himself a member of the 
assembly line working party, is collecting 
all the facts he can about this new scheme 
and providing the board with information. 

But Kugland and Itis stall* a re not laced 
with the saute problems as other 
automobile manufacturers. “Volkswagen 
produces forty vehicles an hour on one of 
its assembly lines, the Americans one 
hundred and Fiat 250” he explains. 

Pace increases with production as does 
the danger of turning the worker into a 
human automaton forced to carry out a 
series of rapid movements within the 
space of a few seconds. 

Workers at the Volkswagen fuctory in 
Wolfsburg have one mid a half minutes to 
carry out each individual operation. 
American car workers have 0.6 minutes 
and those at Fiat no more than 0.4. 

Volkswagen produces 2S-J vehicles per 
assembly line every shift three shifts a 
day “We have tended to combine more 
and more individual operations so that 
each assembly-line worker has to carry 
out six to eight different tasks,” Kugland 
states. 


An increasing number of parts are being 
taken off the assembly line ana 
distributed to “desk workers” for 
assembly. Dashboards for instance are 
pieced together by just one worker and 
roll on to the final assembly line in 
complete form. The same is true of the 
electric leads, rear lights and windscreen 
wipers. The new Passat’s bumners with 
their built-in indicators ana rubber 
buffers are also produced at workshop 
tables instead of on the assembly line. 

Ollier manufacturing processes are 
being automated. “Work groups at Volvo 
still have to fit (he tyros, wo do it 
automatically,” Kugland explains. The 
assembly lines themselves were converted 
in 1966 from surface assembly, involving 
a gooil deal of stopping for the worker, to 
suspended assembly. New models such as 
lire Passat are ull produced on suspended 
assembly lines. 

Volkswagen plans to combat the 
problem of assembly line boredom by 
constantly making improvements and 
introducing a more rapid rota system 
under which workeis will not be expected 
to work such long hours on an assembly 
line. 

Planners at Wolfsburg do not consider 
the present stage of the Volvo system as 
all that rational. “We produce five 
thousand vehicles a day compared with 
Volvo’s 130. Our cheapest car costs 5,600 
Marks, the cheapest Volvo costs 
seventeen thousand, they state. 

All assembly-line working could theore- 
tically be scrapped and replaced by some 
other system, Kugland claims, though the 
finished product would then be consider- 
ably more expensive. 

The metalworkers union delegation 
were however told by Volvo directors 
that though production drops initially as 
a result of the changeover from 
assembly-line to group production the 


C apital wealth accumulation is a 
favourite topic of discussion but 
most people link It with State-iun 
schemes or consider it a good 
opportunity of increasing their influence 
within the firms where they work. Bayer, 
the Leverkusen -based chemicals firm, is 
one of the pioneers in tlus field and has 
come up with something new. 

Bayer has been encouraging its 
employees to acquire productive capital 
for the past twenty years. The concern 
first allowed its workers to buy special 
shares at preferential rates in 1953. Since 
1965 this offer has been extended to 
Bayer stock. 

During the past twenty years Bayer's 
employees have bought 95 million Marks 1 
worth of shares and twelve million Marks* 
worth of bonds. Forty per cent of the 
shares have been resold during this period 
hut normally only so that workers could 
switch to another form of investment, 
usually to buy a home of their awn. 

Sixteen percent of the shares issued have 
been transferred by their purchasers to a 
deposit account at their bank, (caving the 
trustee company responsible for admin- 
istering them with some 45 million 
Murks' worth of shares and over ten 
million Marks’ worth of bonds. 

Bayer employees thus regard these 
\Iiarcs as u long-term investment. Some 
twenty thousand of them own shares and 
stock inuking up about three per cent of 
Bayer’s basic capital, 

During discussions on capital wealth 
accumulation a common and justified 
objection can be heard. If a worker gains 


Bayer pioneers capital wealth 
accumulation scheme 


a financial share in his employer’s 
concern, any threat to his job could also 
endanger Iris capital. In other words, if his 
firm went bankrupt he would be out of a 
job and no longer have his savings to fall 
back on. 

But Bayer can certainly not be 
described os instab le nor fs it threatened 
by bankruptcy. The concern has 
tin* re fore adhered to its traditional 
method and spent over 1.3 million Marks 
buying shares on die stock exchange to 
sell to its employees at a rate eight per 
cent below that normally quoted and also 
pay t!ic income lax raised on them. 

But Bayer lias pioneered a second 
course. Recipients of the annual bonus - 
which amounted to between 20 und 25 
per cent of the average monthly incomo 
in 1972 — are promised a further five per 
cent If they agree to purchase shares in an 
employee fund ana not re-sell (hem 
within the space of three years. Here too 
Bayer pays the income (ax wised. 

This issue of shares linked with they 
play men t of the annual bonus should 
provide initial impetus for the new 
concept of increased capital wealth 
accumulation, Thus fund is also open to 
all Bayer employees who wish to invest 
more of their savings. U will tdso be at the 
disposal of those persons investing under 


the third capital wealth accumulation 
law, commonly know as the 624-Mark 
law. The fund will contain both shares 
and fixed-interest certificates which will 
be Issued in multiples of ten Marks. 

The time limit for buying shares and 
certificates was extended to the end of 
June. Eighty-nine per cent of the 
recipients of an annual bonus have taken 
up the offer. This represents a complete 
success for the initiators of the scheme. 

The employees covered by the scheme 
bought shares wortli almost five million 
Marks. But some ten million Marks 
flowed into the fund. Other employees 
apart from those who receive annual 
bonuses displayed interest in the scheme 
(senior executives for instance receive no 
annual bonus). 

Investment funds in the Federal 
Republic cannot by very happy about the 
success of the Buyer experiment. If this 
example is followed by many other firms 
n considerable amount of savings will be 
drawn into new channels. Bayer has 
already received a number of Inquiries 
from other large firms and associations.' 

The success or failure or a share fund is 
measured in the initial period against the 
issuing value. Seen In this light, the 
current slump on share markets provides 
a favourable Background. ' 
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The delegation spent two dm*.' * 

three Volvo works. The most u> TVlf>n I OCT T1 
example of the group system they t 1 \ 

was tlie manufacture of car seals i. 1 -rr ^ 

are produced by a group of f orl y lfl ; Tlo jg c Killlg IlOt 
men and women, each of ^ 

capable of manufacturing the sen & j • 11 

or her own Satisfied DV 

The group chooses its own f Wr J 

though it can later vote him out of/ 

and allocates work to its memUni YfttlC8.Il lCWlY 
wage system has been standard. 1 A J 

though this is where Herr EH:b w Vatican recently published a 
member of the delegation, found,, entitled Mysterium EccIbsIbb at 

There are different types of worfu- ^ instigation of Pope Paul VI. Its 
must t be subject to different rc-j (poM was anything but mysterious 
pay, he claimed. i ^v flr - it rejected attacks on the 

Herr Ziegler, who was also in thtj.- ^ 0 f papa | infallibility and took up a 
that loured Sweden, discover*; junea against one of the most prominent 
social-psychological problem: "Mer 0 f this doctrine. But what ties 
of a group regulate their own woftr., behind this theological dispute? 

As they are not ail equally fast fa-si 

oi uic croup. ii.ii.j 


ui mi. group. (jj. jjndicd the flames of n new dispute 

within the Catholic Church. Two 
Initial stages piortedhlgs are currently being con* 
^ ! Juried against him in Rome before the 

.... „ . , „ ... .Toflgregpiion of Religious Doctrine, 

when they raised these crilicnisi'.'^. bo m Switzerland, is accused of 
members of tlie metalworker! -. ^ [c <gjrding and falsely Interpreting 
delegation were (old that Ibe *.. j* , 
worSen I could Com a group of itan toh offeno . s are 10 be folMld ln thc 
Elders found Hie answer loo books lhal brollghl Han , Kiing 

the delegation s Swedish hosts . j lw(aal } oua | successes in tlie Christian 
evaded o her search™ qainon 1 lisls „ 1967 he eaused 

concludes that the whole Sihtinti.iL ma y mcc will, his book The Church, ln 
ils Infancy and far from perfect. | he dlocted peQp | e wil |, humble? 
The fact that the group call to | w ft cll P |„ lurlled 10 ,lic 

l™ . r ,,.™n n,e ! 1 ?! .I f,,, 1 :. I Mtt. points of the definition of papal 

S a fJTrLuri? r nf l, fri fnrfif j n- ' “ lending proceedings, the 
nSI “Ln »« J- faWHon issued a long statement 

Oder had to be established**- lhu Joes not mention Kliug by name 

” vriu Lcueaao .» 5* “Mislaka&ly calls him to order. 

Volkswagen prefers t ' K'jig only needs to agree to die 

current hierarchy - each •fjE.-mint and the proceedings against him 

consists of four sections ropero*. theVitican sws 

two heads, and four fo«nieii»lioiv. But Xfla against tl4 grain with 
some two hundred assembly-taw u,. wbon f eve „“| ricllds re( ? r , 0 „ a 

or more depending on die rf b v, M boy brought „ p on goafs milk. He 
produced. JosefW-, „ be * trial 8 Hc wantl hil 

(SuddeuthChe Zeitu *«saons to be answered and refuses to 

-•Ttent himself with thc general 

— - — — r‘‘>ies(jtions of traditional doctrine 

[•‘iiarajl in tlie- Congregation statement 
The decisions as to how theft*- i“ ^ ^dies to hear plausible explana- 
to be invested is taken by an to" 15 -; \ I 15 ; 

committee consisting of men*» tU ,^ P«Kistent questioner refuses to be 
works council, management «P^‘ : **^"8 or r f v ? lu,1 ° n - 

lives and financial experts. , Jj", ,5 disliked as much by Die 
The fund is administered bl* [kf ! l S?‘ do e i1allsls of tlie left as by the 
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uayci uscii cuvcis ***** . , ° 

administration so the issuing PJ-* ! j. P! nd s on his Church, 
always identical with the repur^.- "^ reiuses to turn his back on tlie 
price. , oblige his large number of 

The organisers of the scheme He does not wish to leave his 

treasury-type fund as there .'■< *. M, » among them a number of 

been no sense in issuing dividend** ; J s > fjone in the Church, 
in mind the small face value oftWf'n “n Kiing criticises tire Church he is 
The dividends, interest and ! ^« J / t JI J 0n g Into words what many 
stock exchange rate will be ad* 4 ” yet cannot express clearly 

capital. pV A,uiy people see their doubts 

Bayer’s new scheme display*® 11 . echoed by KUng. That above 

of similarities with the niell,0 T. L J . f ,a *ns his international appeal, 
ployed over tlie last two ye**} “ no coincidence that the Vatican’s 

Linde concern and the V 5*gati°n of Religious Doctrine only 
Aluminium Werkc. These against and rejected his 

set up funds though without w JX- ■•■JJ when lie turned to papal 
financial backing on tire part f 1 

employers. TJiesc funds are nwa® , , * do &ria of papal Infallibility in 
provide an opportunity for capij 3 * , { * concerning faitii and morals is 

Investment under the 624-Mark ^. . Jhe fundamental elements of 

The fund established by tlie ^ tj J aoctrine. Thc Church claims that 
concern has a political wfmiLij ls once again manifesting 

Concrete action has been lakenifj , * dogma, 

to tire verbose discussions condwg tc! * "« « number of liistorlcal and 
the issue of capital wealth accuij'J, t ™ doubts and knows he shares- 
If more firms adopt schemes 'society not only of tlreologjsls 

(hat of Bayer tire more Impori^lo different religions but. 

be attached to tiiemin discu«lf^| {I ^f,™nority of bishops whose 
pros and coits of various riiethods- . .j»nij . logical and historical argu- 
As capital wealth accumulation omtroted at the Fhst VaUcan 

Continued on page 5 [ ln lhe summer months of 1870. 


The dogma of pupal infallibility Is only 
one hundred years old. Admittedly there 
were no doubls about the supreme 
position of tlie Bishop of Rome 
beforehand cither. KUng too refuses to 
challenge his supreme position. 

But up to 1870 die Church had always 
refused to allow tire Pope and Bishop of 
Rome to define doctrine independently 
of lhe approval of the Church in general 
and the episcopal collegiate in particular. 

It was only the First Vatican Council 
hold in 1869 and 1870 that granted Pope 
Plus IX and his successors a power that 
had not been known within tlie Church 
before. A large minority of bishops 
rebelled against raising papal infallibility 
to a dogma. They included all the 
German bishops apart from the bishops 
or Pndcrborn and Regensburg. 

They begged the Pope not to define 
doctrine os there was no clearly-based 
apostolic tradition for it. Bishop Hcfcle 
of Rotenburg, the author of a history of 
thc Vatican Council, tried to make the 
Vatican change its mlml hy pointing, 
among other events, to the historically 
Indisputable fact (hat Pope Hamulus had 
been condemned by his successor Leo II 
ns a heretic in the seventh century. 

But this pointer to past history arid 
tradition did not achieve Us end. "What is 
tradition? ” (he Pope asked. “1 am 
traditon!” 

Shortly before the final vote » 
delegation of the minority, to which the 
Bishop of Mainz, von Kcttclcr. belonged, 
once again tried to make thc Pope agree 
to a codicil that his state men ts on 
doctrine must be based on the testimony 
of (lie Church. Ket icier threw himself 
down before thc Pope and begged him to 
display a little indulgence and this restore 
peace and harmony among (lie bishops. 

But the minority was unablo lo 
convince the Pope’s supporters who 
aimed at tighter controls and greater 
centralisation within the Church. The 
papal infallibility ruling was made even 
more severe by adding u codicil expressly 
stating that thc Pope’s definiton of 
doctrine did not require the approval of 
the Church. The minority of bishops was 
so depressed that they left Rome before 
thc final decision was taken. 

Thc new dogma brought the Church a 
number of theological and political 
problems, it influenced the Kithurkampf 
the battle between Stale and Catholicism 
which broke out in Germany shortly 
afterwards. But tl also strengthened links 
between Catholics and the Pope and gave 
the Church greater uniformity. 

The Second Vatican Council did not 
Imoinge upon the dogma of papal 
infallibility though it did stress Uve 
powers of tlie episcopal collegiate. Kiing, 
whom Pope John XXI 11 summoned to 
Rome as a theologian to the Vatican 
Council, is doubtlessly correct when he 
states in rather exaggerated style that 
nobody could prevent tire Pope doing as 
he pleased after the Second Council. 

But the Kiing case demonstrates that 
tlie Vatican has learned a good deal in 
recent years. No threats of excommunica- 
tion have been heard (hough tliis was a 
common reply to protest ln the past. 
Inquiries, KUng stales, can no longer be 
answered by condemnation. 

If he is in error, he wishes lo know 
exactly where lie is in error and Is as 
niiich convinced of the justification of Ids 
Questions after thc statement Issued by 
tlie Congregation as lie was beforehand. 

Ulrich Eckhardt 

(KBInor Sladt-Anzelger, 12 July 1973) 


Continued from page 4 
the firm is inadequate for a number of 
reasons Bayer has put into practice a now 
form of capital -wealth accumulation 
operating at a level above that of tlie 
individual finn. One, particularly impor- 
tant aspect that tliis scheme presents no 
danger of capital woalth accumulotlon 
leading io gradual nationalisation. 

KarlStUtzle 

(DeulBche.Zellung, 20 July 1973) 


Jehovah’s Witnesses meet 
in Diisseldorf 


C rowds of people cartying bathing 
costumes and towels in their 
hold-alls streamed past DUsseldorfs new 
stadium to the neighbouring indoor 
swimming pool. They were led by a 
helper bearing a placard reading 
“Baptism”. 

There was a smell of chlorine and a 
dozen men stood waist-doep in lire water. 
They could not be described as athletic 
types but they were well-built and all 
wore a white shirt above their swimming 
trunks. 

Tire people in die processions, now 
wearing only tire barest essentials, pushed 
to the edge of tire pool, walked down tire 
few steps, were received l>y thc helpers 
and submerged for a few moments. Most 
of them clasped their fingers round their 
nose. Nobody sang or prayed aloud. 

in all, 1,085 Jehovah's Witnesses 
demonstrated in this fashion tlv.it they 
repented their sins and wanted u> change 
their lives and follow Jehovah. This was 
(heir form of baptism which they derive 
from lire Bible and the original meaning 
of the Greek word /rep ton tu - submerge. 

Before attending the baptism they hud 
proved in their home losvus that they 


SUddeurschc. 2 eirung 


knew the scriptures. They had m supply 
correct answers to as many as possible i.»l 
the eighty questions they were asked in a 
number of meetings. 

Once they could answer these 
questions, they were considered ready for 
inclusion in the community of Jehovahs 
Witnesses who recently held their 
international congress in Diisseldorf. 

Some sixty thousand persons attended 
the congress, tire largest that has ever 
taken place in Diisseldorf, The mass 
assembly bad Its own rules. Never before 
had so many people gathered in such on 
orderly and disciplined manner. The rich 
green turf on which Fortuna Diisscldorfs 
footballers normally play was as 
untouched on Friday, tlie day of tlie moss 
baptism, as it had been on the Monday 
when the congress began. 

A large stage consisting of wood, 
painted cardboard and paper hud been 
built on one of the narrower sides of thc 
giant concrete oval. A yellow and red 
parasol was the only object it boasted. 
Tire symphony had retired behind an 
artificial forest clearing. 

Each day of tire congress began with a 
song - happy rhythmic tunes without 
many sacral elements. Different preach- 
ers, clad in normal dress, would then talk 
of the Bible applauded by tlie multitude 
and time and again interrupted by 
prayers. This was repeated day after day. 
Four Biblical dramas were presen ted. ‘ 

The gospel of .the Jehovah's Witnesses is 
simple and clear - The Bible is God's 
word and Is prophetic Tor tliis world. 
That is why we have to learn from it and 
live according to its behest. 

Though tliis belief is no different from 
that of tlie Evangelical and Catholic 
Churches there was a difference in 
almospliore from, for example, the 
Evangelical Church Congress which had 
token place at tlie same venue a few weeks 
previously. 

A preacher by thc name of Rachuba for 
Instance spoke on the Friday about the 
baptism of those who have not disowned 
themselves, lie quoted the Bible time nnd 
again, but he stuck to tlie (ext and he 
focussed upon it in a more moralising 
than reflective manner. Certainly of faith 
seemed, to be fed by Biblical erudition. 
Each of Iris demands on thc faithful was 
backed, up by. an appropriate passage 
from tlie Bible. 


The congress programme did not 
include discussions, not to mention 
events such as tlie “liturgical night” that 
caused such a furore at the Evangelical 
Church Congress. 

“There Is only one Truth and there is 
therefore no need to discuss it,” a 
spokesman claimed. Tills truth is passed 
down (lie hierarchy to the masses. Thc 
international organisation prescribed 
every word of what preachers were to tell 
the crowds at the Diisseldorf congress. 
The international organisation is based in 
thc United States and consists of eleven 
eiders headed by Nathan H. Knorr. 

An umbrella organisation exists in 
every country - the Federal Republic 
branch is at present tun by an American 
called Kelsey. Below the national 
organisation conic thc local assemblies. 
All their members arc known sis 
preachers. At present there are sonic one 
hundred thousand Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
the Federal Republic. 

Their world is alien and strangely 
confined. We look upon Jehovah's 
Witnesses us never-tiring salesmen who 
hawk their periodical The Watchtower in 
all weu thers and stand at the roadside like 
a sturdy pillar of warning. 

Many people disimsl (hem and have 
adopted a defensive attitude in view of 
their frequent door-to-door campaigns. 

'I hey are also ridiculed because of their 
forecasts that the end of the world is 
nigh, forecasts that have not so far proved 
accurate. 

tight thousand of them were confined 
in concentration camps under the Nazi 
regime. Because they refuse to accept 
earthly laws when they run contrary to 
the laws of God they arc liable to 
prosecution when, for ' instance, they 
■efuse to do either military service or the 
alternative non -military duties provided 
for by the laws of thc Federal Republic. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses have thus 
become a group on the fringe of society, 
even though they claim to represent a 
cross-section of tlie whole sociological 
structure of the Federal Republic - 
“from the worker to the company 
director”. 

The Protestant Church is quick to 
disclaim them. When Diisseldorf was 
chosen as the venue for their congress, 
the heads of tlie Rhine Church 
distributed 85,000 pamphlets to all 
Protestants in the area stating that though 
tlie Jehovah's Witnesses take their 
religious duties veiy seriously they often 
display fanaticism and intolerance. 

As the Jeh avail’s Witnesses have split 
“both internally and externally from the 
community of Jesus Christ”, the 
pamphlet warns against their missionary 
work. The only way to combat them is 
by means of firm Christian belief. 

Though they have been branded 
sectarians by tlie official Church, the 
Jehovah's Witnesses art not troubled by 
tlie fact. Their eight thousand voluntary 
helpers managed to organise and conduct 
tlieir recent congress with efficiency. 

As they ore convinced that the end of 
the world Is duo within a Biblical 
generation of seventy or eighty years, 
dating form 1914, and should therefore 
be upon u$ veiy soon, they have increased 
their efforts. 

Between January 1973 and January 
1974 the same prograsumo as has been 
hold in Diisseldorf is taking place In 67 
cities In 43 Stales thougjiout the world. 
The Diisseldorf congress catered for all 
Jehovah's Witnesses living north of the 
Rhine-Main line. “Brothers" and "si- 
sters” living to the south of this 
demarcation line meet in' Munich between 
1 and - 5 August lo help construct 
Jehovah’s Kingdom. " ■ 

Dirk Bavendamm ■ 

i (SUddeulicho Zilgung. 28 July J973) 
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Stability: the price must 

be paid 


SU(3fl<;ufsdicZ«imng^ 

; ! ’ . t ■ , • ' > ,i ,'j\ ■■ ■ 

T rouble is afoot. Does tho economy 
lace a recession or even a full-scaio 
crisis? Many pundits fear this may be the 
case and call for an immediate slackening 
of the economic reins, particularly credit 
restrictions, even though tho brakes have 
only just been applied. Many of the 
current restrictions have only been in 
force for a fow weeks and were 
prematurely underestimated as ineffeo 
live. 

But making money dearer and scarcer 
has proved to have more bite than 
expected, especially now that tho 
Bundesbank is no longer obliged to 
engage in buying to support the dollar, 
having joined the European bloc float, 
and reserve deposit and other regulations 
have made it more difficult to raise cash 
abroad. 

Foreign exchange still finds its way into 
this country via support buying within 
the scope of the European currency bloc, 
and from tire, monetary viewpoint it 
would be better for the Mark to go It 
alone. In a few months’ time this might 
well piovo inevitable. 

Yet in comparison with the enormous 
amounts of dollars purchased in the past 
and now, to ull intents and purposes, 
cluttering up the foreign exchange 
reserves of the .Bundesbank the current 
influx of foreign exchange is relatively 
modes t. 

Over the next few months there will be 
an automatic easing of die liquidity 
bottleneck, if not of credit. res trie (ions, 
by way of support buying of most 
currencies engaged in the joint float. So 
soon after the Jast revaluation the Mark 
cannot be upgraded yet again, but it is 
already the hardest of tho European bloc 
once more. 

For the time being, at any rate, the 
long-awaited effect has come about. Tire 


T he deputy premier of Czechoslovakia 
has shown an interest in direct 
relations between the European Econo- 
mic Community and the Eastern 
European economic bloc Comecon. 

During his visit to Vienna a week 
previously the Soviet government leader 
Alexei Kosygin expressed similar senti- 
ments- Kosygin said that there were signs 
of a trend in this direction, but that It 
would be incorrect to confine claims of 
improved economic relations between 
West and East Europe to the limits of 
Comccon and the EEC. 

Inter-State economic contacts involving 
East and West wore of vital importance, 
he said. And it Is clear that slowly but 
surely the Soviet Union is coming to 
accept the realities of the Common 
Market. 

But recognition Is stow in coming, and 
the Soviet Union would be delighted to 
sec a collapse of the EEC - at the French 
leadership in particular well knows - 
because It is an irritation to the Marxist 
elite in Eastern Europe. Western Europe's 
capMist system has created a great 
centre of magnetism and is making more 
progress than Eastern economists have 
achieved. 

Kosygin does not want cooperation 
with Comecon to make the Common 
Market oven stronger and therefore ho 
intends to emuce that tho foreign trade 
and economic cooperation arrangements 
in Europe us a whole are not monopolised 


brakes are beginning to tell. Already 
there are laments that the screw has been 
turned too far The people who are 
complaining ore the ones who only a few 
weeks ago were most vociferous in their 
calls for stability and their not 
unwarranted accusations that the govern- 
ment had been fence-sitting for Far too 
long. 

Do they not realise that the further an 
inflation has progressed the more difficult 
and risky it becomes to combat? Do they 
fail to grasp that more is at stake than 
generating price trends? 

Were the reins to be slackened 
prematurely the current rate of inflation 
would be increased by a futlier boom 
which, in the final analysis, would call the 
entire framework of the frcc-markot 
economy into qnostlon. 

If the current restrictions prove a 
failure because they arc slackened 
prematurely inflation will be here to stay, 
eating its way into the economy. 
Eventually there would be no option but 
to impose a wage and price freeze and 
implement economic controls. 

This, then, is what is at stake. In (he 
weeks to come there will be ample 
opportunity to be amazed at the speed 
with which erstwhile apostles of stability 
have changed their tune. 

Let them mark the words of Christian 
Democrat general secretary Professor 
Kurt Bicdeiikopr, who lias pointed out 
that a free-market economy is unhealthy 
when no one goes bankrupt. 

The bursting of inflationary soap- 
bubbles on the construction market docs 
not justify demands to reverse policies - 
certainly not while a number of banks, 
particularly in the public sector, continue 
to keep certain building contractors 
above water whose subsequent bankrupt- 
cies are likely to drag more reputable 
enterprises into the quagmire of Carey 
Street. 

Economic policies, sad to say, bear out 
the truth of a claim that is borne out in 
everyday experience in other sectors: that 
small-timers have to bear the brunt while 


Comecon treats 
EEC as a necessary 
evil 

by the two organisations. He would 
prefer dial the State kept the trumps In 
its own hands. 

Concern has been expressed at these 
tactics by the European Commission. 
Foreign relations with regard to trade will 
be entirely a matter for the EEC rather 
than individual countries fiOmthfe end of 
next year onwards. 

Economic cooperation is not covered 
by the Treaty of Rome, but In the 
opinion of EEC Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs Sir Christopher Soarnei it 
would undermine the joint foreign trado 
policy If tho Community were not 
granted rights along the lines of Joint 
policies in questions of economic 
cooperation. 

-But (he nine member countries are not 
agreed on this point. Most of them want 
to guard jealously their sovereignty in 
foreign economic, and hence foreign 
policy, matters, since economic coopera- 
tion is not covered by tho Treaty of 
Rome. 

This Is something that Kosygin has 
been able to latch on to. The feet that he 
is prepared 1o create a dlretf relationship 
between Comecon and tho : EEC Is 
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the big fish get off tho hook, 
multinational corporations resorting to 
cheaper money in other countries and 
exporters being financed by their 
customers. 

- Prices are tho barometer of economic 
und monetary policies. As long as they 
continue to increase the danger of 
inflation remains unabated. Restrictions 
are bound to jeopardise job security, but 
although monetary stability can be 
maintained under full employment it 
cannot under overemployment. 

Not until consumers feci the pinch and 
think twice before spending money rather 
than buying left, right and centre In view 
of rising prices can there be said to be a 
silver lining on the horizon. 

Talk of a general economic crisis or 
slump is exaggerated, however. The 
clearing banks have some 50,000 million 
Marks on deposit with the Bundesbank 
and have seldom had so much cash in 
hand, as it were. 

What is more, rite 1967 recession, 
which was averted a little too soon 
perhaps, proved that there certainly are 
ways and means of keeping economic 
crises at bay. 

This, of course, presupposes that U 
distinction can be drawn between the 
righting of an economy that has grown 
out of joint on the one hand and a 
full-blown crisis on the other. 

Franz Thoma 

(SQddiutsche Zeitung, 26 July 1973) 


explained by the Soviet desire to keep a 
tighter control on the economic contacts 
with the West struck up by Eastern 
European States. 

Since Moscow is out to modernise its 
own economy systematically with help 
from the West it is not absolutely 
essential for the economic relationship 
between East and West in Europe to be 
intensified by means of making it easier for 
Eastern European States to squeeze Into a 
Russian economic corset (known as 
Comecon). 

In addition Russia’s motives would be 
well served If Eastern European govern- 
ments did not directly accredit ambassa- 
dors at the EEC in Brussels, but instead 
left H to the comparatively anonymous 
body Comccon to strike up such 
contacts, so that the East Bloc would not 
be obliged to recognise the Western 
European Community as an entity in 
international law. 

Tills is something that the Soviet 
leadership is out to avoid, since it still 
hopes it can force the EEC to become d 
Western European sub-organisation suborn 
dinate- to ovorall pan-European economic 
cooperation. 

Moscow's economic interests mean that 
it can no longer pretend the EEC is not 

• ,hou 8 h Russians still 

wish the Community would go to Hell! 

. Hermann Baltic 

(Kbkr Nachrlchlan, i 1 July 1973) 


Frankfurter Rundsch 


▲ -■ iQummqr Is half over and the retail 

gfg Ml W Mg ’juade is drawing up Its returns. We 

mm jjve not yet reached the end-of-summer 

■ H holes, but it Is already cleat that the last 

H Hi ■ H Ifeuiieen days of July will not have 

■ A ■ 'ItwJglil record turnover, and even if they 

sBfg} a . ■ : life profits would have been small. 

H ■45I ^■45) ■ , In fact constant decline' in profits 
!■ ] H j | tapite Hie continuing Increase in 

:• H ■ H i.j turnover Is threatening to put many retail 

! inkis out of business. Tho reason Is 

L , " j " " H ■ IB ii Inflation lias brought a flood of paper 

bJ Wi \ ]$■ money to (ills In this country and created 

— " $ illusion of rising profits. But this is a 

fairytale. And among members of the 

' Morp snnli i fifWnl P newl P ub,lc thorc . ls a wl ?® s P rcad be,lef 

iTlUfo supiilbUlDlnl jij,, retail trade could Keep prices 

. stable or even reduce them If it wanted 

Sid for Third World I Indication of this Is tho early 

j Introduction of special offers in the shops 
, *ith reduced prices, many of which were 

» - _ _ , about by early Juno. Another supposed 

iranhlUnerRundSClUll) ¥ Of the ability to cut prices is the 

immature dropping of price maintenance 
— - If* o^riain articles. 

4 ,. . 1 1 . 1 And now we have the start of the 

P'“ s “ - co ° rdl "'! ,e , tnilkm.l end-of-summer sales when 
ment aid projects with tat , h(j ba [gslnl „. p , ellty . 

concep s to a greater extent itlsi j, F te ^slrast „ mong 

past. The Federal govemmenttel ^ They feel that prices could be 
concentrate more on <long : te nn>seci t | Miwl M / more „J nim ent bssls. 

P !r ln ? I y 'm ' TT Is s feeling that If retailers will not 

the Third World, and the aid wotton utatsrily cut prices Ihey must be forced 
to developing countries will be r ’ • 1 3 

highly trained and specialised. Thre have been calls for consumer 

These plans are set out in IK . and boycotts and more and more 

sequel to the development aid pw iMin l0 bc i( sten lng to these 

statement issued by the goveranw n j UReiLons , These are storm clouds that 
11 February 1971 and wen .» ftntfe worrying retail tradesmen, 
the Bonn Cabinet In early July- ^ An-i (fie tradesmen ore now trying to 
Developing countries are moiewf. cub || dear t6 the public that they are 
cated today than a few years ago - • «ly being made the scapegoats for 
therefore require more highly if f/lation. Customers just do not seem to 
experts from this country. ' -iJ«$tand that tire cut prices they have 

The Federal Development Aid Sen'’- been able to take advantage of recently 
(DED), which is responsible for tifijj were for end-of-stock remainders, espe- 
ald workers and sending thtniw *-; cuty in the clothing line. 

Third World, will concentrale . or 216 they aware that the abolition 
fbture on the less highly «w.i\w resale price maintenance for well- 
territories and step up Its cwpa- -.1110*11 branded’ goods is not likely to 
ventures with volunteer arid much effect on shop prices, since ih 
organisations in the countries In quei-*-jrmy cases manufacturers have been able 
In addition Bonn Intends to up their wholesale prices, 
cooperation with the United M- Jre half-yearly balance sheets of the 
Voluntary Service (UNVS). have lifted the veil that had 

In the sphere of trade and not Wen over the naked truth abqut prices, 
policies Bonn is in favour 01 H finally turnover was up by something 
break-down of trade bankn OT e leven per cent on last year, 

hamper trading in raw materials it* 6 w when the boost given by inflation 


worldwide expansion of the lu mover was up by a well-above- 

development aid policy, an Irmpro^ yty amount In the case of household 
in the system of - something like fifteen per cent 

preferences, a step-by-step m or Nothing tlie nominal Increase 

duty-fred import quotas and | * only about five, per cent, which in 
quantitative restrictions. i.invU. meant a decline compared with 


The world markets in raw materials are 
enjoying a boom. Prices for cocoa, copper, 
zinc, wool and cotton are soaring to new 
highs. And as far as wages ate concerned 
there have been outbreaks of wildcat 
strikes, which it is difficult to appease 
with more cost-of-living Increases, 

Turnover In the retail trade can scarcely 
be expanded in real terms. The rise in 
costs lias been astronomical. Returns on 
turnover arc plunging. In staff costs alone 
tradesmon reckon they will be paying 
fifteen per cent more by the end of this 
year than at the end of 1972. 

But the main burden Is transportation 
and delivery costs. These arc anything 
between fifteen and twenty per cent 
higher than in 1972 and reflect the boom 
at home and abroad in industrial nations 
bloated by Inflation. 

Chief buyers for major stores and retail 
trade groups arc searching all over the 
world tor goods offering better value with 
qualities to suit the tastes of the spoilt 
West German consumer. But despite all 
tlieir skills they still hove to puy more to 
their suppliers, whose overheads have 
soared out of all proportion. 

Costs arc therefore rising more rapidly 
than turnover. Competition is so fierce 
that it is not often possible to pass on the 
full effects of higher costs in terms of 
higher prices. 

Consumers arc also feeling the effects 
of inflation. They have to spend more 
time than in the past pondering how they 
will spend the money available to them. 
This is particularly so at the present 
moment when people are returning from 
holiday with litlle cash to spare. 

Retailers are afraid (hut demand will 
plummet and are worried about how 
consumers will react when the summer 
sales are over and the autumn fashions 
come in - wi tli still higher prices. 

Fear stalks both large and small 
concerns. Managers are constantly search- 
ing for ways in which they can keep 
prices down. They are making the most 
penny-pinciihig cuts, such as lighting in 
shop windows 1 In many high streets the 
lights go out now at nine o’clock, an hour 
earlier than they used to. 

The profits explosion of the retail trade 
Is in fact a profits erosion. Now shop 
managers are concerned just to keep their 
heads above water. As summer draws to a 
close there are dark clouds on the skies of 
many a retail tradesman. And so there 
should in the skies of their customers as 
well . Werner Lichey 

(Die Welt, 23 July 1973) 


Cost of living rises 7.3% 


price of foodstuffs, 
tal fluctuations, the 
1 by over seyeq pec 


press the case of developing cw L -oject (o much worse conditions, cent within a year. According to the 
a share in special drawing rWj* 1973 as a whole the retail trade- Federal Statistics Offlce qnd Jhe Bonn 

this means disadvantages for uic . j*J»ot expect to match last year’s Consumer Study Group (AG V) products 


ised world”, 

The Bonn Minister for 
Cooperation, Erhard EppK 
press in Bonn on 1 1 July tM® * ^ 
our development aid progranip > 
be concentrated on a smaller «*•' * 
particular ■ the 26 : so-calko 
developed coun tries”; . . .ui 

Moreover Eppler has stated . 
hold talks with Finance Minister^ 
Schmidt With tlW aim of 
country’s public aid to 
up to the 0.7 per centofGNP^ 
by the United Nations. AJ the. iPJJ* 

thtfc enunfrv rnri tributes W 


trj Jj textiles and many other 
[j 1 %ircs are expected to be, in the 

Imh !l cU figures concerning price 
t h,j| out thta supposition. There Is 
that the price spiral wlU 
Hod!l **° krcseeable future. .... 
u/r farm produce prices would 
oL??, raded ® a result, of the 
^creases in the price of fodder 
, world market. The oil sheikhs are 
cent ; they , can screw out of 
r*j [ u 8 C0U ^ tries. . And . Bonn ha? 
i ^ . ,he general .trend, demanding 


(fra'nkrurter RunaKhaU' » Ju j 


subject to seasonal variations have only a 
limited Influence, on prices,. . 

In tho first half of this year tho cost of 
living was 7 3 por cent up on; the same 
period of last year. Foodstuffs subject to 
seasonal fluctuations showed tlio blggost 
rise - 20.2. per ceni. The smallest rise was 
in rents- 5.9 per cent. 

Prices . of industrial and conuperoial 
consumer goods rose by six per cent* 
while the service industries and repairers 
added 7.4 per cent on average , to their 
bills. Foodstuffs that are .not, affected by 
tipie of year rose by per cent. 1 , 

AG V predicts (fiat the above., average 
increase In seasonal foods wlU cetpm to a 


Never-never 
is up — savings 
are down 


Bremer 91n({) rid) ten 


I t seems as if people in tlie Federal 
Republic are making a habit of 
running up debts. This, at any rate, 
appears to be the upshot of an 
investigation carried out by the Bundes- 
bank Into capital assets and money owed. 

Tho Bank reports that last year two per 
cent of total consumer expenditure was 
financed by loans. The sum Involved was 
8,200 million Marks, almost half as much 
again os in 1971 wlrcn total new 
indebtedness was 5,800 million Marks. 

At tho end of 1971 private households 
had 3S milliard Marks on the slate. In just 
twelve months, indebtedness rose to 43 
milliard. And this docs not tukc into 
account home loans. 

The figures include credit for consumer 
goods, for semi-durables and for objects 
that have, or should have, a long life such 
as cars. In the period covered by tlie 
survey incomes increased substantially, 
hut the amount of new debts incurred 
was up by far more than the amount of 
cash available for consumer spending. 

Tho Bundesbank has ascertained that 
the public Inis become far more “interest 
conscious” in the light of soaring prices 
and the decline in tlie value of the Mark. 

Bui Bank officials say that private 
wealth invested in cash and savings 
deposits, bonds, building-society invest- 
ments and assurances brought an 
estimated return of four jier cent in I *>72. 
and with State promotional schemes 
taken into consideration the yield was 
more like five per cent. 

‘‘Even when the additional tax 
concessions on certain forms or saving arc 
taken Into consideration the yield on 
most forms of saving was not enough to 
cancel out the losses arising from 
inflation,” the Bundesbank report admits. 

It is of even greater concern that 
private debts in the consumer goods 
sphere are on the increase. In the sixties 
only 0.5 per cent of consumer spending 
on average was financed by loons, but by 
197 1 this was up to 1 .5 per cent and last 
year it rose to two per cent. 

Since never-never debts — unlike 
normal consumer spending — cannot be 
fully encompassed by statistics the actual 
level of indebtedness is likely to be 
considerably higher than the Bundesbank 
knows. 

Finance houses' provided 37 milliard of 
the 43 milliard Indebtedness, and they 
have drawn a number of conclusions from 
statistics. The Bankers Association 
decided as long ago aS May to recommend 
Jte 300 member Institutes to stop 
advertising personal loans. 

The major banks belonging to tlie 
association did so mary months ago, but 
tlie cooperative popular banks and savings 
banks nave slated clearly and concisely 
that they Intend to go on praising the 
advantages of lire live -now-pay-Ja ter 
scliamc; ' . ’ ■ ' 

The Bundesbank's view of the increased 
expenditure by people of money they- do 
nol have Is that It is en expression of the 
widespread Inflationary mentality. • 

Tho guardians of the currency - ' have . 
shrugged their shoulders and admitted 
Ihql higher Incomes have not led to more 
saving. Despite the repayment of die tax 
surcharge. Iasi summer savings wore down 
l(t I he first quarter of this yuar compared 
with Die corresponding period of last. 
The Bundesbank says that the slump In 
savings cSfyows anticipation of further 
Inflation.,.., .... - 

: (Bremct Nkchilchieiv, II July 1913) 


Boom still 
booming 

S o far there are no convincing signs 
that the overheated oconomy Is about 
to cool off bringing & levelling off of the 
price spiral, according to observers at the 
Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs. 

But in Us latest report on the economic 
situation tho Ministry says there arc 
initial signs that companies in this 
country are adapting to the restrictive 
policies pursued by Die government and 
Bundesbank. 

Statistical data for May showed quite 
clearly how essential it had been for the 
government to implement u stabilisation 
policy. Industrial demand was far higher 
in May than it hod been in the previous 
mouths, it ouca again touched the 
extremely high level of the turn of the 
ye*dT. 

But the Ministry feels this development 
can bo partly ascribed to anticipation of 
the government's stabilisation measures. 
Compared with the corresponding 
months of Iasi year in-coming orders were 
up by almost one third In May and by a 
quarter in the first five months of this 
year. 

Domestic demand in May was up by 29 
per cent, while demand from abroad 
increased by as much as 43.5 per cent. 
Tire capital investment goods industry is 
at thy top of the tree with a growth rate 
of 51.5 pet cent. And the backlog of 
orders on which companies can fall back 
has Increased further. 

In-coming orders pushed up turnover in 
the processing industries by fourteen per 
cent and in tlie capital Investment 
industries by 22.5 percent. 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zrilung 
(Or Deultchl>nd,27 July 1973) 


normal level in (he second half of this 
yeor, always assuming that. Europe’s frplt, 
vegetable and .harvests are up Ip 
expectation?. ‘ : 

But this normalisation will have only a 
minimal effect on the overall cost of 
living. Much more depends on non-season- 
al produce where the Increase Is. likely to 
remain nbove normal. 

Tho extremely high increases In the 
prices of imported produce continued 
throughout June, according to Statistics 
Offlc6 figures.. On average we bad to pay 
18.2 ber cent more for Imports fills June 
than last, ' , * 

Tho continued strenglji of tire. Mark 
against foreign . currencies, which should 
make imports cheaper, has been easily 
overtaken by the fise In import prices 
fiigt has been marked pirice Iqst autymu, 
, , .. . Roland Matter ! 

, . (Slut (garter Nechrtchten, 2$ July , > 9 7 3) 
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INDUSTRY 

Neunkirchen steel firm runs 
into managerial trouble 


T wo of the oldest coal and stceJ families 
In (lie country have recently 
been responsible for on odd Mem of news 
on the managerial front: (he resignation 
of an entire board of directors. 

The Wolffs and (he Stumms arc the 
families in question and the company 
they have to res toff at the top is 
Neunkiicher Eiscnwerk AG, a Saar steel 
concern In which the two families each 
have a half share. 

The managerial nicriy- go- round im- 
mediately gave rise to rumours that die 
two families are at daggers drawn, but die 
Stumms and the Wolffs will hear nothing 
of mutual squabbles. 

" l cannot recall a single difficulty in 
recent years." says Leonhard Lutz, 
managing director of the Stumin AG, 
while Otto Wolff von Ainerongen, head 
of Otto Wollf AG and chairman of 
die Standing Conference of Federal 
Republic Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (DIEII'), is similarly disarming, 
claiming (hat "in recent years there lias 
been no serious disagreement." 

Wlien the two families joined forces in 
the late twenties they agreed in any case 
to settle their di I Terences in private and 
to adopt a Joint approach on the 
supervisory board. "It's like a conclave," 
jhc Stunun family manager Lutz explains. 
We either reach agreement or we stay in 
session." 

.Even so, individual members of the 
ninety-strong Stunun family have been 
known to voice misgivings about Wolff 
von Anierongen. In ilicir view die DIHT 
chairman has let things slide in 
Neunkirchen for far too long, finally 
being to blame for the management 
showdown as a result of inept 
intervention in the running of die firm. 

What is more, certain members or the 
Stunini family who still live in die Saar 
credit Wolff widi what they feel to have 
been unfriendly comjiienls about die 
location of industry in the Saar - 
comments that have given rise to nimoura 

Srewhere C ° mpany ** tllink,ne of movin B 

As it happens, the Stumm dan did not 
actually Mart out in the Saar, for that 
matter. The family firm originated in die 
valleys of the Hunsriick mountains by the 
banks of the Rhine. 

In 1715 Johann Nikolaus Stumm was 
granted die right to forge weapons and 
ironware. The family did not move to the 
baar until a century later, when scarcity 
or raw materials decided them to take 
e t ^ eunW f cIie n Ironworks in 1806. 
The firm did not really gain a 
nationwide reputation until (he clays of 
Karl Ferdinand Stumm, who made 
Neunkirchen a powerful coal and steel 
concern widi business interests extending 
for beyond dio Saar. 

™lc Krupp supplied much of tlie 
world with his legendary guns Stumm 
supplied first-rate sheet metal for die 
nulls of warships. Karl Ferdinand was 
raised to the nobility, and Bismarck, a 

Stuinm " frienJ * nickn amed him “King 

Karl Ferdinand von Stumm died 67 
years ago and there is now hardly a 
member or die family who can lay claim 
to management prowess. 

The four branches or the family hud a 
limited company (GmbH) to look after 
Heir interests until four years ago, when 
the firm was converted into a joint stock 
company (AG) and a board of directors 
appointed who were no longer member n 
of (he family. y 

Interested first and foremost in making u 
substantial profits, die Stunun heirs II 
appointed the one-time Henschcl manager to 


and later Secretary of State at the Hesse 
Economic Affairs Minlsliy, Leonhard 
Lulz, managing director. 

With head offices In Essen In the Ruhr 
Lutz manages a group consisting of 54 
firms with more than 25,000 employees 
and annual turnover of 1,860 million 
Marks. The only administrative unit still 
based in Neunkirchen is die company 
that manages the family’s extensive 
estates. 

The number of members of the family 
who still engage in business of one kind 
or another can, according to Lutz, be 
counted on ono hand - "and even diat is 
loo many.” The best-known Is Christian 
Democratic Bundestag member Knut von 
KiihJmann-Stumm, a farmer at Schioss 
Ramholz In Hesse. 

The Stumms, who huve family lies with 
any number of noble families, an: 
increasingly dissatisfied with Neunkirchen 
ironworks, which reported turnover of 
522 million Marks last year. 

Over the past two years, which have 
been marked by a steel slump, die 
Neunkirchen works have notched up 21.7 
million Marks in losses, and when, not 
long ago, Bonn finally abandoned the idea 
of a canal linking die Saar with the 
Rhineland-Pulatinate even die more 
optimistic members of the Wolff and 
Slumm families came to realise that the 
future prospecis of the Neunkirchen 
foundries are gloomy. 

The Saar is poorly located from the 
viewpoint of transport and access, and 
the firm's accounts department lias 
worked Out that’ a ton of pig iron 
p roduced in Neunkirchen cos is 26.87 
Marks in coal and ore freight, as opposed 


C ounter-revolution,” finned Porst 
director Hannsheinz Porst, 50. "A 
clash of opinions" was the diagnosis of 
Porst director Dieter Relber, 47. 

For two days the nine-member advlsoiy 
body that constitutes Porst’s board of 
management argued the toss in a hotel at 
Elfershausen on the Saale. 

After breakfast on Friday, 13 July a 
decision was reached behind closed doors 
as to the fiiture of the photographic 
dealers with a turnover of 170 million 
Marks and a payroll of 1 ,500. 

KiPf b o ar ? a “ e P ted resignation of 
director Reiber from a post worth 234,000 

Marks a year and a three-litre BMW. 
Director Porst, who last year partially 
expropriated himself in reorganising the 
firm s structure, was voted spokesman for 
the management and thus once more 
became the boss of his own finn. 

.J ni,,ion _ a, [ e “d Marxist (Porst’s 
of himself) had triumphed 

frieJuwJ'h T ana « pr a Personal 

t nendship had come to a close 

This friendship began eight years ago 

and was largely responsible Tor the Porat 

groups recovery. Dieter Reiber, a 

one-time local reporter for Stiittgarter 

Naclmclucn, joined Porst supplier Kodak 

sales ,U aM 8r H- n 1957 Mld proWd lohea 
sates ace. His greotest success was the 

countrj? ° f * ,C ,ns,amatlc camera in lids 

. w Relhcr at a salary of 

u2R? Mfl . rks , a month 0,1 1 February 
I Jft 5 .and the Kodak salesman moved 
from Stuttgart to Nuremberg. Tire family 
firm, set up by Porst’s father in 1919, was 
undergoing a trying period. 

Pnoto-Porst had done well in the 
poat-wnr pc riod but be tween 1 959 and 

ilCu . r declined from 75 million 
to thirty million Marks. On 12 May 1964 
Hannsheinz Pont was arrested at (he 
behest of the tax authorities and when 


e to the mere 7.50 Marks Thyssen spend on 
d freight to and from Duisburg on the 
Rhine. 

r One outcome of this competitive 
1 disadvantage was that In 1971 steel 
s production at Neunkirchen declined by 
i 19.5 per cent - twice the national average, 
t At a time of crisis die handicaps facing a 
' steelworks not centrally located in the 
Ruhr grew increasingly apparent. 

The family paid no attention to the 
advice given by banker Hermann Josef 
Abs, at that lime chairman of die Stunim 
supervisory board, to forge closer links 
with other iron and steel firms in the 
Saar. 

Patriarchal managing director Kurt 
Schluppkotlen was on the brink of 
retirement and had no intention of 
allowing his style to be cramped by 
cooperation ngreements of one kind and 
another. Plans were drafted, but no tiling 
came of them. 

As a result one possible partner found 
anollwr slable -mate. Rfichling of 
Volklingen merged widi Burbach in 1971 
so joining forces widi Arbed, the 
Luxembourg steel concern. 

Wolff von Amerongen conducted 
intensive negotiations with die French 
majority shareholders in Dillingen steel- 
work, the aim being to establish closer 
tics, but the talks came to an unsuccessful 
conclusion last year. 

Neunklrdicn lias a 32.2-per-cent 
holding in Dillingen but is enable to bring 
substantial influence to bear on die 
Dillingen management. "We would do 
belter jo have the money in the savings 
bank, one member of die Neiiiikirchen 
supervisory board sarcastically comments. 

Battle royal 
for control of 
Photo-Porst 

Reiber joined the company proceedings 
were still in progress. 

The outcome was a fine of two million 
Marks and the repayment of nine a half 
million Marks in back taxes. 

The cooi, pragmatic Reiber and the 
romantically enthusiastic Porst soon struck 
up a close friendship. At work and on 
joint angling and rambling expeditions 
Porst came to realise dial Reiber was “an 
unbelievably valuable partner.” 

Reiber became Porst’s second-in- 
command and took over the reins when 
in 1967 Porst was arrested on charges of 
treasonable contacts with the GDR 
Ministry of Stale Security. In 1969 Porst 
was found guilty and sentenced to 
lmpnsonment in Landsberg goo] until 
October ID70. Landsberg, it may be 

S!i/ d . was wherc Hi,ler Wr0,fl Mein 

Jn the meantime Reiber held dio fort in 
Nu«mtarg and mn dc lhe P ors t concern 
an economic proposition again, the firm i 
IirivJrtg slumped still further. , 

L AuEStcifl ’ the P ro P rietor ofDer i 
^ , ^ ho spent some time behind bars 
suspected of treason in tlic early sixties < 
whiled away tho time by studying die Old 1 

hiSlation PUbliS " inS ,hc rcsul,s of | 

lhinklng\bou( fcatloTwd Idr.*™ e 
mination at wort, and on belne nb»H 

lt?K e “d“ReS dhiSideaSWith ] 
. 97 ?: ? 

management ,che me , Hennaheina rfi 


LjAugust 197VJ^ 

From Cologne Wolff started t 0f J wp0rt luW " 9 * I™* 

die management structure in 0 ? 3 J upholstery, printed piece goods. 

sraywag, — — 

CUSIAV BURMKTER 

Wolff did not fan^ rS 'S j *«*“• '■ " 

the spokesman for the boaftr! 

chairman, * T»*HU-E*porler tinea 1912 

B'“ srjf-s-JL 

is » £ xstsst 

Cologne, even appointing h!, i ruling-up and unreeling 
nominee as deputy to the wfT u fl(n . 

director Wilhelm Winkler. " “OSpS 

director Kurt Becker ai H J vertical and horizontal 

560011(1611 to hlm *ii W« ^ «P 2 ° ton* coll weight 

i. 7 L 0fge ral manager. fr \, i u . . 

J "“ e: n Krupp managing director!- UfiDF. Kemm 01101 
offered Moidiinanfobrik 

Scheider did P „“ ft WWIAttaadom . P.0.IOX 250 

accepting. Disappointed by ifc i Miphotia 4011 • Telex: 0874720 
comings in cooperation at Neunbrj 
Scheider decided to move to iheM- * 

Further changes came tiilck andfi-.b 
response to Schcider’s reslgnaticn * 
sonnel manager Helmut Jacket W; 
and with the board only al half st-.‘ 

Otto Wolff decided to makei,! 1 
sweep. 'i 

He forced the remaining memkri 
the board, Kurt Becker and W. 

Winkler, to resign too, and endej ; 
interregnum by appointing 2 r 
managing director, Rolf Miiller, -J6., 
of Wolffs ablest men. Miiller came r 
the board of Bochum steelworks, j<*; 
owned by Wolff and Thyssen. 

Muller and his team arc to forge ahhi 
with a reorganisation aimed at cl- 
down pig iron production al AV-. 
chen. The uneconomic foundries it 
be replaced by an electric steel p'. 
using scrap. Its two furnaces wilf-i 
combined annual capacity ofJSK* 
tons. Three thousand ,of tin Him 

9,300 employees In Neunkirchen 1— 1 

made red undan 1 . tiani Ono £[•• 

(Die Zell, 10 Jilj l-’ rSiAMhate" ■■ ■ ft n > 
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1ERCEDE1 
PEUGEOT 
and other 
European 

i 


models 

V 


ask the specialists 
all vehicles 
brand new or 
second hand 


High-speed 
braiding machines 


GEORG H. LUHRS 

P O BOX 5009 52 
0-2 Hamburg 50 
Phone (04 0 ) 5231613 
f ed Rep of Germany 



VANS 


L< 

L . 

DRRIE 

i 

S 


BUSES 



r/roa niieiievni " v» m 

Miphono 4011 • Tiloxi 0874720 


Spare Parts and Accessories 
for Textile Machines 

Spinning OVER EX 

Weaving HofS! Schultz 

Finishing ? b l , ^ B u u 

D - 2000 Hamburg 1 
Tel. 324924 Telex 02-181141 


8 

kI 


Finishing 

Knitting 


Technical 

brushes 

for all ^.<1 

purpoiaa 
mid* from 
* variety 

matarlili Jam 




Speolallats 

for bruahei 

wlm and 

yim roller-bruahai 
jW for all 

Wf Induairlal uses 

' HOUBEN & CO. 
40G Moanchangladbach 
Pad. Rap. of Qarminy 



for elastlo and Inelastic 
cords and heaids. 

All numbers of lace 
bobbins up to 130 mm 
length of stitch. 

With and without drives 

Cabel braiding machines. 


Wilhelm Koster 

Inh. K. Merschjohann 

56 Wuppertal 2, Wartburgatr. 22 

Woet-Qermany 


^ DECORATIONS 

with Wooden Mouldings and Plastic Ornamerfts — see our 

COLLECTION ROYAL 

RHEINISCHE ZIERLEISTENFABRIK 

SCHLOTER & CO. 

D-4164 Tonisvofst 2 • P. O. Box 30 . Tel. 02166/7229 . Telex 0863418 


Kind hand and new 

handing over His Various firms -P< •! Pi DC TDIIPIfC 

Porst KG, Eurocop KG, Exdata KGi: j g||||d |||lJlfllu A IflluES 
Deutsche Supplement KG - toiVi'M . IfWlFfcV 

By 1977 the staff will have i ' in excellent condition 
uiated credits amounting to a 32*.’. Mercedes and Peugeot mainly 
FiJe k m T^ y » h f rcl,o,d| ng and other German and foreign brands 
appointed^ rte 'suIrTonfww, ' worksll op equipment - small aeroplanes 

w SIHUNfi A WAfiNFR 

Who retains a fifteen-million-MaAi' V IUIInO V IVitQIlEII 
'"t": companies have perforn^ ' ^ °' G6many 

ownership 18 scheme^ le i 5 "sjmnbky 61 42 41 cables : Slellwagan Hamburg 

matter for conjecture. This 

mMlion n Marte ' ^ntfneJ 0 * orofirS-- * ^ pecializQd suppliers for genuine + replAce- 

:i MS S milUon Itl i-- f * em P8rtS f ° r German CafS 8nd tmCkS 

which will go to Marxist Porst). \ l ^ 0m P'ete engines and engine units 

. But the more the firm’s ,8 Piciallty; Waterpumps, VW-Crankshafts, 

improved, the more relations c onnectIng rods 

9*. mctois • Porst and ^ • Garage and Service Station equipment 

years °aettino ff ^ 1 * ^your requirements of french vehicle parts 

gaatxsi pieas9 con,act us or dirac " y 

, .. i' JJjca In Paris: C.O.F.F.I.M.A, 3. Rue L Olive Paris18 

^206-20-42, Telex 68121 COMOTO 


STAIRCASES 


hand-0|)oratc(J 
and fully automatic 

Attic Stairs 

of wood, aluminium, steel tube 

Rat-Roof Ladder Staircases 


maner tor conjecture. This jm," 
concern is expected to turn owf- 
miliion Marks and net a profit 
million Marks (a million and ats j 
which will go to Marxist Porst). J 

But the more the firm’s p* 1 I 
improved, the more relations 
the two directors' Porst and 
deteriorated. Reiber (“I have 
years setltno flu* firm nui nfihe^. 


— rvciper ^ i nave J-J 

yean getting the firm out o/thej^ 
insisted on chairmanship of the boan-'f 
the final say. ! 

Porst ("Most of tlic staff 
opportunity of self-development 
higlily tlian cash.”) would not 
idea. He advocated equal rights 
the management and majority * 
at all levels. 

So it was that a battle royal was® 
out at Hotel Ullrich In Elfcjft 
Reiber spent an entire day flgMjJ 
power. Then lie gave in and handed* 
notice. 

Hannsheinz Porst was once ngaiA, 
equal than others. , L 

Reiber slept for a couple of ho#, 
then reflected on Ids fiiture. Shag 
stay in management' or launch but 
own? After sixteen years hi manr* 
Dieter Reiber decided to be his to r ,, 

(Wlrtschariswoche, 27 Jolr ^ 


JjERMES EXPORT KG 


l * «vnwn«i»ia, r. u. box *i^o ■ 

^•Phone (0411) 830 70 21. Tfttex 02 11267 hitco d 


Schmidt’s PINE NUTRIENT 

flr* and spruem green 

mu for preventing oonNert turning brown owing to trace element 

• Pine nutrient supplies to (he soil the deficient nutrients end thus 
. enhances the growth of the roots and Improves nutrient absorption. 

• Pine nutrient promotes growth, produces longer annual shoots, and 
the castina of needles is prevented. 



WILH. HENKE KG 

f actory of Attic Stairs 
f J O Box :-M 
D 4'991 Ah/.vtnfc- 
(h Tin,;' IV 


We supply: 

ail kinds ot 

FOOD-SPECIALITIES 

Also: 

Machines. Apparatuses. Metal- and 
Hardware. Pharmpceuticals. 
-bases.- -essences, -oils, 
-compounds, parfume oils. 
Electrical Household Equipment 

ERNST H. BUSCH 

D-2 Hamburg 36 - Grasse Bieictien 31 
Phane 3444 55 - Cables Pharmatrade 


FLORIST-WIRE 

white or blue annealed, green- lac- 
quered, any desired thickness and 
length. 

(it couptf, recuit blanc ou bleu, laqud 
vert n'imporie quelle dimension. 



FERN PINS 

Cavaliers brevetda 


- •; >' 
-iJi- 




rine nuinoni promoiUB grwmu, |«wuwm auu 

the casting of needles is prevented. 

Pine nutrient inoreases the resistance towards infestation by animal 
BMte and fundus diseases. 


• Pine nutrient inoreases the resii 
peels and fungus diseases. 
Manufacturer end distributor: 

W. Schmidt ' D-4048 BQftgen 


Behnetr. 8 • W. Germany 




Specified Inquiries requested: 

Aug. Peddtnghausi 

P. O. Box 447 
p-5870 Hemer/Westf. 
Fed. Rep. of (Jermany ; 
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THE STAGE 

Erlangen Drama Festival 
revival is disappointing 


16 August 1973.1 


Esw E am^h™t'ftli n wa"‘S rofc d Tho S ^'ir f , ™ cu, “ es ^ a 

g=»£S£ 

SS“«**w £SprS3 

ta tad IO begin wliere u teA StaMtaS** 6XpreSS, °" ^ ^ 
imn~ e >M lrea 2 t0 aesf!ic,icfsm appeared It departed from the Rm l >iifi«i 


■—.Student Theatre Festival was sabot- 

?§« y n^ C ,V udenfS ’ Pratts In 

But the event Jiad fallen into a 
state or apathy anyway. 

Tho productions staged raised no 
.critical claims. Instead of providing a 
stage for articulating demands that 
cannot olliorwise.be made, the Festival 

poiirF/ 11 ^ rap becoming /W 

Urlangon has had to begin wire re it tefi 
Oil. A retreat into aesthelicisin appeared 
impossible and yet theatre cannot 


sar* p ™ £0 c,ifl,,go ,,ie rcai ? ch ^ tcr ° r <*»« *£*& 

^fiSSESS SHSHS 
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the arts 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Rolandseck pays tribute 
to Aoollinaire 


lire few instances where It genuinely 
occurs) Is no longer seen as a model for 
the theatre at large. 

The largest Festival revealed the 
contradictions and the shaky link 
between political and theatrical enlighten- 

™LS. beh " ,n - the P rofe “ional and 

ensembles^ appea,ance of the Individual 

Many of the groups appearing in 
Erlangen at producing a J rec t 
didactic effect on various sections of tlio 
comntun ty. These sections of . the 
community - apprentices for example - 
.were, however, not represented. That Is 

i' i A udien “ s . In . Erlangen 


, * Aumences in Eriancen rlnlk n 7. 7 7.. . WdS aDlc IO 

have always been composed of students d ro * U u ° suc , cess w '" 1 its working-class 
Disappointment wJin store for any it n J Ut the S i uUe famil > r - forma 
observer who believed that the Erlanaen tKp Wns P re J ented UI humorous form. 
Festival would return with new vigour “ P S spree in Erlangien — 

Jhc organise rshad S !" f P* ~ 


©-K. ■ jik uigiu users naa 
wounds y " “ refu ' n0t 10 open 0,11 

Tii rcC i 0 L. t,ie k s{xteen works staged by 
; Munich s National theater at this 
years Festival axe additions to tlie 
programme, two have been reintroduced 
as pu« ly “festival’ 1 opens and the others 

t sh.^oF™a n d ^ th fresh appeal 61 

i Gtinther 'Rennert Is trying to find a new 
^ A f unldl Fe «tlval -Jhe Jenth 
1? “J* P L n the new Nationaltheater 
7nmh J"* lr Cd t ? , chan 8 e lts structure by 

b v Re nS h “ b « n J ustified in his actions 
by public acclaim. But the press In 

Munich is still not assured that his course 

chof^nrL^. 0 ? Ih u tato *P»tation and 
choice of works have been criticised. 

^Asusa-aaS 

Inherent contradictions. 

i£L Mozart’s C/enie/iza di 

during the FeslhS^^de^on^S^ 
justified by the ficrthSrfSS^rfa 
meet with little public response during 
the normal season. , . , . B 

° lher l,Bnd ® I ' erc k also 
yPWUng about the idea 6f 
pot staging festival works during the rest 
pf the year, This course could alwavs 
tvoit the danger, of an opera losing all it! 
attractions In the normafscasdn and thin 
being omitted from the report oJlte. 
j Engaging stars for operas which ore 
performed throughout the normal season 
without stars can only be justified when, 
as in Munich, a Festval ensemble is 
formed and required by contract to 
return next year. 

Rennert has achieved his aim of 
presenting well- re hearsed top-class pro- 


mng classes, It provided a history of the ^atreOitiramblcii, Mad rid, performing at Erlangen (Pho|0:SSM 

lfr t S mb i S r c “P lc " exl wl / h a SpanlSni ex?k was* also Khe wrong fSd?vid qu . es J ionl ^S the relationship^ 

Ss2S5S£Si sSSSSL® 

sSIUfs 

auMBFinlr 08 1 V, n te i in Berlin ’ U WflS day the group oiganfacda demonsfnuSl . A ° dit,onaI time naist be set aside:: 
sSme anSliJ ?“ U ° th ° P lacc - The ,h ^gh fhe streets Sf Erliiron wMdi should after «U fomr 

same applies to many of the other groups The T ihuro 8 essential element of the Festival e* 

appearing in the Festival. w anle b , ra , , Sce " a ensem ble from thougli there was little evidence ofitt 1 ' 

But the Berlin ensemble n able lo E,e ™ t " nd lm,4vanl ye S r 

chalk up □ success with Its workina-class ImTImu # W Ilf n 1 im roerres itsfilf in But the most irritatina feature at rl 
drama about the StuUe family. Inform” extremely ' tirL T rff pi ? s ®i lted m J“ Uvi11 was the yearning for the gooi:i 

Ut humomus ftS SSsa S diSt ° rti0n 0f Goet,,e,s *%*' The P* 0 Pl B who loudly at: 

iii p 0U P s shopping spree in Erlangen — But ilia u/.', p ke accomplishments of 1/s czst ! 

2fS lv ?i ciose| y 'inked with the pby - demoniiSfcd ? U , dent Theatre S^Uir failed to realise that M 

nded with a scene of actively terroriting sim niill? « i u a [ tIstfy could Festlval - though the eighteenth in si- 1 

■onsumers and the group*, ejection S $E "SSi m ** 8CtU 1 ally thfl ^ of a n!w S 

Ba department store is not a’siage. ? . 


people C a88eS> , pT0 V dc * Q lds toiy of tho 
A Belgrade ensemble came next with a 

J'V s P cc,acular which 

modified stylo in ordex to pas s ironic 
comment on theatre by employing 
theatrical methods. This was followed by 
a two and a half hour liturgy by the 
Teatro Ditirambico Madrid 

nSSS^l ? on V c Tlicatcr of Berlin 
featured next. As the ensemble normally 

Sa.*® P ,e J“ Ihe hr habitants of the 
Mark! s dies Viorlel in Berlin, it was 
appearing at quite the wrong place. The 
same applies to many of the other groups 
appearing m the Festival. 8 P 

But the Berlin ensemble was able to 


ended with a scene of actively terrorising 

XT erS , and the 8 rou P >a ejection, ffi 
ail a department store is not a stage. 


, “ ,UUIU oiici «U I0IG1I 

essential element of the Festival e>- 
though there was little evidence ofiiA 
year. 

But the most irritating feature at A 
Festival was the yearning forthegooi:: 
”3^' r he people who loudly acdwns: 
the accomplishments of the cs'! 
evidentjy failed to realise that thawi- 
i? ’ *h°tigli the eighteenth in si-. 


Re-vamped Munich Festival 
could rival Salzburg 

lions nf <L. ... O 


Wilfried Getiia ; 

(VorwSrU, 26 inly !*■’ j 


ductlons Instead of the arbitrary 

hearrfK °f SOl ° lsts that CM often w 

heard at^a gala evening; . •• > 

Covept Qaxden’ atti .the Fariff Ouem 



r ^® n ftSSiyeare 


nt T . 1 ? naw production of Don Cbm, id 
‘ l A. M ™ lch Fes *vai for instance was 

St ? P S d S ,u ? ln ,his ““"‘O' 

H.^SjM»«ter da,ore and 




■ Report’s direction emphasise A 
human aspects of the story, avail & 
mysterious or even supernatural lnsp- 
.tation and regards the Commendaiflf!" 

, an augur and not as divine power, Ifefc 
obvious logic behind the entries c- 
i transformations and this is emphasiril. 
s Jilxgen Rose’s stage design which W& 
t scene well* , 

t Wolfgang Sawallisch confomJ !•’ 
i Rennert's ideas with a musical inttijs* ! 
1 “ on that is never daemonic orownk*-i 
He, .stresses instead .the chamber. «*! 
i elements, of the accompaniment, * 

I direct aspects of music-making, J. 
^.harmonic ..correspondence with 6 ®: 
orchestra, which sits extremely high?* 
^ Pit. , - . . , . . iS s ] 

. .^' Kre I s ,, no romantically threi*^ 
violence in the music, especially'i 11 .®' 
overture, but tills' degree of mew^® 
proves to hafo its styUstic andf»® 
merits - above all harmony and 1 ®'®* 

; “lli'a number of arias sung 1 bjiifl® ks* 
characters which Mozart meant to K* 
pendant tofthe vocal side of the scoff-®* 

, not as an addition, . f . . . 

was too jSipfirficial, ; based r $$wM 
“J® effects tint could be'gbjaipBg 

count/vaAtijf' this; i stpge^Mhes^tiW^B 
Tacmeyed^aitf almost ^opprejfitiw 

expressive intensity to paraJjftJrllBittp 



if*. 


iv .was'st^tirtieiPtoo loiffl 4 

;:‘5uviiJibst}ffihter4 ^ but « 

With the status of tha Commend, tore 

— — — — rcoyn ic .w ■ 


dj^sume de Kostrowicid, better 
iwn as Apollinaire, (1880-1918) 
ndi poet called “the Father of 
jaJism” had strong connections with 
Rhineland town of Rolandseck. , 
iltlng on the terrace of the railway 
halon he looked out across the Riiine 
1 dfecribdd In verse die street flecked 
t*8dowf running along the river with 
•M 1 car? seemingly In panic like 
dpoble riders, while steamships on tjic 
rihfcai of the Riiine disappear into the 
dfeunce! 

It was In 1901 at (lie age of 21 that 
J Apollinaire first came to Rolandseck. He 
look a look around and decided to stay. 
Ik loved the landscape, believed he had 
found in It the essence of German 
Roman ticism and drew Ills Inspiration 
from it. 

"On the green shores in Rolandseck i 
hi and dreamed. Roland’s nun on the 
island of Nonnenwertli seemed to lose her 
igo ’among the little girls,” he wrote. The 
xren mountains, he said, rested like 
animals. “There they slept, while 
•itching over legendary princesses.” 

: The station in Rolandseck was a great 
cfnlre of social activity as well as n 
stopping place for trains. The railway was 
ilaed years ago, but every effort has 
fc«n made to preserve the old 
iimosphere of the station. 

In 1856 rich people from the 
Wuetand built a railway lino from 
Cologne lo Rolandseck, where the station 
»^s designs In neo-Classical style. It was a 
pwpcia building with huge halls and a 
"fhifam” for banquets. 

Ife celebrations continued even after 
r « station tfas nationalised in 1860. 
hnong the guests over the years were 
ftmarcic, Alexander von Humboldt, 
Wilhelm II, Queen Victoria, 
Qu«q Elizabeth of Rumania, Heinrich 
rata, Clara Schumann and Franz Liszt, 
(tad of course Apollinaire, to whom a 
7J? exhibition at the station has been 
«dicated. Thf exhibition is also in 
Jauwf of the . Franco-Federal Republic 
wndshlp Treaty, which celebrates its 
™th anniversary this year. 

A* the official opening there was a 
0 f prominent politicians from 
and F r ance» but unfortunate- 
k* j j 1 Georges Pompidou, who had 
mtentfed to come, had to cancel. 
Krtandseck's “Apollinaire Festival”, 
di ends on ' 15 August, includes 
3* , 'beatrical productions and 
exactly the readings from 
^Robbe-GrUlet and Michel Biitor are 
fouled for after the 15 August closing 
®“*ems inexplicable. ■ 


Continued from page 

from the two previous produc- 
^ of the opera at ^ Darmstadt and 
were engapd for the Munich 
Meltislne, Reinmann’a ! best 
proved once again to be extremely 
•jreislve. 

, “timann has now been commissioned 
Munich Festival to write an 
jwihc wrsion. of Shakespeare’s King 

tiib w J dl Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau in the 
“{Hole. 

J* ww Munich production was only 
Sr? f° Ur times before being, put! into 
Tiferi i rcad y- for ithe t next Festival. 
nJ3S * nto account the starertsembles o? 
Wier standard works,- especially. i tbe 
fonneUe productiOn-Jof; Debussy’s 
jSrJ, fl J d Melisande, it appears that the 
Festival could prove ^serious rival 
-, r ; ... -m 

; r - tM’&.VO/kUwMirr, 1 

(D*bUche.Zettuflsr0 ( MM | y *9^3) 






The central part of tiie Festival Is a well 
documented exhibition of the life and 
works of Apollinaire. In August 1901 the 
poet became private tutor to the family 
of one Baroness de Milhau in Bad 
Honnef. Shortly afterwards the family 
moved to Oberplels. 

No sooner had he arrived in Germany 
than Apollinaire set off on a voyage of 
discovery. He visited the Carnival in 
Cologne and Cologne University (where a 
photograph was taken of him), visited 
Dtisscldorf and the Maria Laach Convent 
and discussed the legends and traditions 
of tire Rhineland. 

Occasionally he sent articles to tire 
French press, among other tilings 
complaining about the poor condition of 
German roads. 

He hecame Involved in a love affair 
with a young Englishwoman in Rolands- 
cck, but as so often in Apollinaire’s life it 
ended unhappily. 

He wrote poems, short stories and 
reports. And it was at this time that 
Guillaume Albert Vladimir Apollinaire de 
Kostrowicki adopted his nom dc plume. 

in Germany lie experienced what was 
Inter to be called “the great change”. 
When he returned to Paris inl902 lie had 
become one of the greatest I i te ra iy 
agitators and strategists. 

The exhibition gives a precise view of 
the phases in the life and work of 
Guillaume Apollinaire. There are letters 
to newspapers and magazines, newspapers 
in which lie has written articles, first 
oditions of books, photos and critical 
appraisals of his work. Finally there arc 
the obituaries for Apollinaire who died in 
Parisat the age of 38. 

Novelist Horst Homburg has gone to 
great trouble to gather material for this 
.exhibition, froni-al! over the world. Even 
the helmet Apollinaire was wearing in 
1916 when he received the head injury 
that was to contribute to his death, a 
piece of shrapnel from a grenade, is on 
show. 

According to the legend the poet was in 
a trench reading the last edition of 
Mercure de France when he was injured. 

Those who enjoy this exhibition can 
continue to do so at home. Editions 
Galiimard have published a 315-page 
book on Apollinaire containing most of 
the Rolandseck exhibits, as well as a 
drawing of Apollinaire by Picasso. But 
the book is not cheap at 50 Marks. 

Christian Linder . 

(Ktilner Stadt-Anzelger, 1 20 July 1973) 



Guillaume Apollinaire with his girlfriend Annie 

(Photo: Uahnhof Hnlandsech.) 

Pankok Jugendstil exhibition 
opens in Stuttgart 

* — — — pictures, lamps, carpels, wallpaper, 

Ufnvi/lnlrkln^' curtains, windows, Indeed dm whole 

iJallUvlaDlall house, that belong with it. 


i>ki;tsciil u i u i s< ii ai i s/.M'i l;m; 


/ ugendstil fans, who feel they have been 
neglected, can visit the Pankok 
exhibition at Stuttgart Landcsiiiuseum, 
and they will then probably sec why it is 
so difficult to present an exhibition giving 
an overall picture of this school. The 
exhibition is as near to being ideal as 
could be managed. 

The craze for Jugendstil has been with 
us for years now and we were heginning 
to get sated until it became fashionable to 
be sentimental, and nostalgic longings 
cried out for less nouveau art. 

This appetite for something a little 
decorative in a functional and sober age Is 
not surprising, but until now exhibition 
organisers have done little to satisfy the 
appetite. 

Bernhard Pankok (1872-1 943) was 
head of the Stuttgart applied art school 
for twenty years and helped to make it 
world famous. Much of his work (hat Is 
still extant can be found in the Stuttgart 
area today. 

But what use is this to the curator of an 
art gallery faced with the task of 
reconstructing a complete work of art, a 
task that seems well-nigh impossible. 

Even the most delicate of Pankok's 
chairs, a work of art none the less, is no 
more than! a single note of a great 
symphony ff It cannot be presented along 
with the tables, cupboards, minors, 
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pictures, lamps, carpet*:, wallpaper, 
curtains, windows, Indeed the whole 
house, that belong with it. 

This nuiduess Tor totality as part of the 
new feel for life did not exclude even the 
smallest details such as doorknobs and 
cl otiies-l looks. These take forms such as 
the neck of an ostrich. 

When you remember that Pankok was 
not only on interior designer, but also 
won fame as a porli.ul patnler. architect, 
stage-designer and illustrator of books 
you sec quite clearly what it means to 
enter the sphere of influence of an 
all-round Jugendstil genius. 

The exhibition could not he a complete 
success, despite the • fact that the 
catalogue lists a respectable 800 items. It 
could not include the cabin of an airship 
which Pankok decorated, shunning the 
flirtations with detail that were so 
beloved of the age and carrying out the 
work with functional elegance. The 
airship’s flying days are long since past. 

And lire two. Lake Constance steamers 
whose interior — and exterior — design 
were executed by Pankok have long since 
gone to tiie scrapyards. 

At least Haus Lange in Tubingen will 
remain for posterity as a glowing 
example of unbridled Jugendstil imagina- 
tion. It Is now a museum. 

Pankok’s pioneering spirit manifested 
itself mainly in decorative arts and crafts, 
however, and so this memorial exhibition, 
which is boosted with documentary 
exhibits, excels mainly in the wealth of 
luxurious furniture on show, 

Pankok, bom in Westphalia, came into 
contact with the great styUstic reformers 
Obrist and Endell in Munich in 1892. They 
had declared war on (he era of plush and 
trash In all spheres, 

’ The first furhrture designs by P^nkfok 
were almost Gothic with* their 1 Tflgflrts 
striving for the Heavens and all manner of 
gnarled excrescences on the joints, * 

^tjiese _ quickly made him famous and 
diwlowcr^ftto works with the 1 tvteicaJly 
anti -historical, Individualist arid thorough* 
Iy elitist tenderide s of JugcridtifL . }' ■' 

. Expensive woods, intrica^-fftl’iid' work 
with subtle colduringb usurped’ bter the 
ybars the typical p|d German elements dt 
cHrbeh try .‘Surfaces became less cluttered 


^MriWv^fuVfWes Wc^rhe less chitted, 

S ppkby, Was 
tangle so b?)9Y$l 

spared with tire ij J^|ify , , .ol 




n^aWttfwlksqlQn which he deilgnediforithaiWorid EUf, 1909{ St LouI» 

■ Jr-- •• f - •..■r. t . - , • . ^dt.rfre^..::Uri(Pholdi'K«hlag). 


compared with o£ 

^chnplogy. 

fee, feqome 
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i - . (Hitidslabtall; 24 July IBM) 
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Saarbrticken University probes 
student drop-out problem 


■■ p. 

A n increasing number of students arc 
tending to break off their course of 
study before taking their final examina- 
tions. The drop-out rale amounts to some 
twenty percent among medics, 25 percent 
among lav students and as many os forty 
per cent in economics and social sciences 
An increasing number of students are also 
taking longer before daring to sit their final 
examinations. 

It is (ills latter group above oil that 
Education and Science Minister Klaus von 
Dohnanyi has set his sights on in the 
preliminary draft for a framework 
university Jaw. From the J976 winter 
semester onwards students will be 


U IT ||| fit, 

expected to complete (heir course of 
studies in three or four years. 

The main argument hi fovour of 
lighlenmg up the regulations is that those 
students who stay too long at university 
are monopolising a study place and, hi 
tliittc subjects with entry restrictions 
causing long waiting lists with the result 
hat some would-be students are forced 
to give up all ideas of studying 

students refusal to sit their finul 
examinations is not just the result of 
Tl,a * J * w!»y his Bill proposes a 
tightening up of courses of study and a 
better student advice service. 

It is still rather obscure how these 
recommendations will take shape in 
praulrce. A study compiled by Saar- 
University ’s Study Advice 
Research Department may give some 

Impmd! of ,tow student welfare cun be 

. ! e Rfssarch Department was com- 
missioned by the Education and Science 
Ministry to discover the reasons why 
tudeim break off their course of study 
prematurely or switch subjects in 
midstream and also put forward 
recomme ndations of how this s?a?e of 
af^ns could be remedied. 

Fout groups were in tervlewed; 

Students who had already studied at 
lGasl lw ° s*m longer <hm ,l, e a«rage 


period of study required for their subject 
(long-term students); 

Former students who broke off their 
course of studies after at least three 
semesters; 

S lude n ts wlio studied at least two years 
before switching to a subject bearing no 
relationship to their original course of 
study; 

A control group of university graduates 
who spent no more than die average 
number of semesters on their subjects and 
passed their final examinations. 

Although only 85 students or ex-stu- 
dents took part in the survey, the findings 
permit n number of conclusions, 
especially where study advice is concern- 

One of the main findings was that 
background plnycd on equally important 
role nt university as at school. The survey 


role nt university as at school. The survey 
con finned the widespread belief that 
successful students have generally grown 
up in more favourable conditions. 

Both material conditions and the 
parents attitude to education play apart 
here One striking feature is that among 
mothers of successful students there is a 
nigh proportion of career training 
graduates while the mothers of students 
who break off their course of study have 
not normally had any career (raining 
This fact suggests that these mothers 
ft«! c ; ,er emphasis on performance 
which later leads to (heir children's 
success at university. From this it can also 
be concluded that an extension of the 
present pre-school system would have a 
beneficial effect on future students and 
go some way reward establishing the 
currently much-vaunted equality of 
opportunity. 7 

*"' so < 131 differences between (he 
students have nothing to do with their 
performance. The Research Department’s 

dirri^ Stresse i S th f‘ there were no lllarked 
four groups. S ° elal ° rigins of ,he 
The main difference between successful 

?in? e . n1S 0,1 . lhe one hand and the 
long-term students and drop-outs on the 
other Is one of personality structure. 

sludv nri S m W ! l ° S* ak off dieir course of 

about X Bre worried 

about their health and tend to have 


physical disorders. They are easily 
depressed, allow trifling matters to 
irritate them, have a tendency to be 
pessimistic snd require a relatively high 

0 degree of social recognition. 

Long-term students often have difficul- 
ties in adapting themselves to situations 
they are unable to adhere to conventions 
nnd unwilling to accept general ideas of 
values. They are Insecure and tend to feel 
it inferior, (hough to a lesser degree than 
those students who break off their course 
r of study prematurely, 
e Successfiil students and those who 
change their course of study In midstream 
s display no features generally specific to 
j their group. Those who change their 
f subject are, however, often victims of an 
education system that provides school- 

1 leavers with too little Information about 
their impending course of study. 

The outcome is that students have the 
wrong idea about what they have let 
themselves in for and only learn that they 
have made a mistake after embarking on 
the course. * 

Not even successful students could 
provide any precise advice on the most 
economical and effective way to study, 
i Ins is Uie main problem where they too 
are concerned. 

However, the survey revealed that they 
were largely free from financial worries. 
Only 25 per cent of the graduates 
interviewed had needed to take a 
part-time job to finance their course of 
study compared with sixty per cent of 
the long-term students. 

long-term students had an average 
of 5.3 Marks a month at their disposal as 
a result, considerably more than the 
graduates in (be control group who had 
only had 355 Marks a month to spend 
lint tile long-term students claimed that 
they could not cope so well. Working 
during their vacation dampened their 
enthusiasm for studying. They were 
isolated because the people they had 
Imowi, when they first came to university 
had all taken their final examinations and 

The resulting loneliness when preparing 
tor examinations increased (heir fears 
Long-term students were found to be 
more afraid of examinations than 
members of the other groups. 1 

The Research Department’s study 
which forms part of a comprehend ! 
research project, recommends administra- 1 
tive measures and more student advice. 3 

So ilITL^o- lhc,r n,ial years al Sd, ° o1 

?° u,d b > 8lV u" m0re accurate infonna- c 
tion about subjects and courses of study c 
so that they finally make their choice fc 
Continued on page 14 F 
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Scientist investigates ‘ the death wish’ 
among primitive people 


^aRnoDaftfitjlllijnnriQe 
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S drools have followed the lead of * ** le * nal cause « a , re today still V ■;* _ Injured men returned to hospital the nex I 

O versifies and demanded greater* . based 0,1 purely empirical morning as instructed, the man with the 

« ° a share in decision-maWis Awrrttion. and energy doctors are once again scratch on Ills throat was no longer with 

Jjidu cation Commission’s latest! Ho precise scientific explanation can be devoting to this problem is outlined in them. He had gone home and claimed 

me ndations reveal a tendency Ik, P® f ° r th,s l 1 ™* phenomenon, not Dr Klaus-Dieter Stumpfe’s study of the that he was being killed by black magic, 

long been observed in reports Issud* **® ®^ er studying events which take various aspects of psychogenic death. He died shortly afterwards 
education authorities -the |c n J *> ■ f h ® re readll V accessible to One of die most fascinating aspects of Of course people brought up to think 

increase die independence of school **MB, for lnstance a 8 a °l prisoner of the study for contemporary observers is along European lines will ask what (lie 

allow parents and pupils to benefit , tbe a,annin 8 exposition of how the real cause of death was. But it is 

the greater room for manoeuv* Z , ,n 0*”? *!!“ fl ; cro ““ v 1x5 “T* elementary patterns of behaviour found practically impossible to answer this 

results. ; plausible explanation for why a convict among primitive tribes also feature in question. Neither or die two deaths 

A survey conducted by dpt ,**?*£* da y® before his release. But one Western civilisation. described here can be attributed to blood 
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S choo }f have followed the lead of J * fld * r 1 ?* U ? nal cause ’ a , re today . * HI ! - V Injured men returned to hospital the next 

O versifies and demanded greater* ^ based on purely empirical morning as instructed, the man with the 

nomy Mdashareindecision-niakljiLS encrgy doclors are once again scratch on Ills Uiroat was no longer with 

education Commission’s latest! No precise scientific explanation can be devoting to this problem is outlined in them. He had gone home and claimed 

mendations reveal a tendency Ik, P® f ° r th,s ® tr , anBB phenomenon, not Dr Klaus-Dieter Stumpfe’s study of the that he was being killed by black magic, 

long been observed in reports Issud* **® ®^ er studying events which take various aspects of psychogenic death. He died shortly afterwards 
education authorities -fa lendT. I* ln f a ? h ® re readl,y 1 acce f slb,e to f L 0ne f *} e most fascinating aspects of Of course people brought up to think 
increase the independence of school ^ lors ’ ° r lnstance a gaol or prisoner of the study for contemporary observers is along European lines will ask what tiro 

allow parents and pupils to benefit y , tbe banning exposition of how the real cause of death was. But it is 

tlifi greater room for manoeuvre fc* , ,n 5 Wdu f I c “ es dlcro ‘W be some elementary patterns of behaviour found practically impossible to answer this 

results. parable explanation for why a convict among primitive tribes also feature in question. Neither or die two deaths 

A survey conducted by dpa ^ a £ W day , ore j ,ia release - ? ut ° ,ll? Wcifcni civilisation. described here can be attributed to blood 

agency discovered, however, lhaK of ' he P a f myste , ries confronting DrStumpfc describes a number of cases poisoning or violently sustained injuries, 
the school sector do not go aE "Sfl I s , *i\ c g** 1 * 1 w iy °, f Psydiogenic death, the form of death The injury was considered a taboo and 

near as far as those operatim- V" 1 of tbcIr , , , j berty occasionally lose that we huropeans find so inexplicable, the curse this entailed was the reason why 

university level. 6 ill interest In life ns a result of the most of them based on eyewitness the patients died soon afterwards. 

Some educational authorities h: Cl,n5lai \ l sln J" ' v, dch tliey are accounts. The eye-witnesses named by Dr 

already taken action. Hambure iioi !!^ C a i? SU u 11 t0 ™ ®P ad, y tuid One African had to have his (eg Stumpfc arc writers with adequate critical 

example. Others are expected to (ef t within a snort space of time. amputated as a result of an injury, and his faculties and they were aware that they 

during tlie course of tl« year. DiafnL, 1 ■ , ® n,U1 Li ^ reild rec 98 l ^se d that the condition following the operation was were describing a phenomenon incompre- 

been submitted in Lower Saxony ai 9 es<a P a ^ c na,ure °‘ die convict's described as good. But he (old his doctor lienslblc to the European menlalily. 

Berlin and die final text of provision f re P reseilts ^ insurmountable that lie no longer wanted to live with One of the eye-witnesses notes: “Only 

Bremen and die Rhineland Palatinate r to dm ' bl bis treatise Das I ch only one leg, refused to accept any food know-all Europeans would scorn die fact 

planned for tills autumn. North Rhi ® * ie deve *°ps this theory: “The and died within 24 hours. that a verdict of death passed by priests 

Westphalia and the Saar plan to fol'i ,* s6 , com 5 d,e sa,nc ^ few days later one of the dead could kill a person miles away. We 

towards the end of the year tendusion when it is faced by excessive patient's friends claimed that the spirits Europeans who live in the tropics know 

So far Hamburg is the only FfiJn rill<lan 8 er whicl ‘ does not believe it had told him lie was to die loo. Although better.” 

state to have reformed its education to; ‘ J1 i? V J rC T ,e by its own powers. It sees tlic people around him said this was As mental influences evidently play a 
in line with die Education Comrosoti , ,, 1 , by “I ^protective powers nonsense, the man died three days later, major role here, an attempt has been 
recommendations. New legislation is U rTin ■? d C '- . „ 0ne of l,ie ,nosl impressive examples of made to counteract them. Tiiis course of 

to come Into force on 1 August “f'bntion ot the ego allowing psychogenic death is the case of three action met with success in the case of a 

Pupils have been given a greater*!^ ifJw r 1S r Stl "i°? fi, I tin 1 g , nien who were seriously injured by a twelve year-old girl who had been forced 

decision-making, depending on ate. MUk S! ? or a ° rm , deaU ! f °, r w, ! lcl1 leopard when out big game hunting. Two by a number of boys to swallow baking 
pupils under twelve are not 01 « [ reason-^ springs to mind. The time of them had been practically scalped powder and was (old that this was black 

participate in the takine of 'dear — 


poisoning or violently sustained injuries. 
The injury was considered a taboo and 

- r-~- -« ii-Ajn.Muiv, the curse this entailed was the reason why 

most of them based on eyewitness the patients died soon afterwards, 
accounts. The eye-witnesses named by Dr 

One African had to have his leg Stumpfc arc writers with adequate critical 

amputated as a result of an injury, and his faculties and they were aware that they 

condition following the operation was were describing a phenomenon incouiprc- 
descrlbed as good. But he told his doctor liensible to the European menlalily. 

that lie no longer wanted to live with One of the eye-witnesses notes: “Only 

only one leg, refused to accept any food know-all Europeans would scorn die fact 
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. C0U J try’s Academic Exchange 

iKa^nnlf (DAAD > re cently published 
i s annua! report providing a comprehen- 

sne survey of its activities in 1972. A 
total of 949 students from practically ail 
over the world were awarded grants to 
‘“ft 1,1 * he Fed ®ral Republic and over 
IJOO other grant-holders had tlicir 
awards renewed. 

Tiie successes chalked up bv DA AH 
grant-holders are most encouraging — 98 
students were awarded their doctorate 
»7 ginned diplomas and 59 passed their 
eiinirf 018 - mas,ets e xam!nation or 
” qualinca ‘ ,ons from « 

A. total of 234 students - mainly 

7 7°” aWMdcd enabling 
them to study ot a university or college in 
their home country. They could then be 

2jJJJ ed accardln 8 to tlie requirements of 
tlicir Loumry and did not face Uie 

KSS w?.° f 2 da , pl,n 8 10 ,,fe in ‘b® federal 

to!hd“homeiLld'. !fl, ' 8ra,1,,g in, ° * he 

More than 1,400 students arid young 
academics from the Federal Republic 
were awarded grants by DA AD to study 
abroad or take advanced courses. Foreign 
governments or colleges awarded supple- 
mcnimy grants In 157 cases. 


Report on study 
exchanges 

,i * n ? ,her i? f RAAD’s major responsibili- 
ues is acting as an agency to recruit 

hl? dei !k? for foreign universities and 
neip them. whpiL they return to th« 
Federal fee thfflndHTOS 

faviM Z CrU l l n d 1 13 scIenlists horn 
tlie Feiieral Republic, primarily scientists, 

to wprk at universities abroad, main|y in 
ARJca and Latin Anwrica. ■ ■, > - 

DAAD has tehded to adopt the bhlicv 
academies for sped fie 
projects being conducted abroad^ At 
present the organisation is sponsoring 
almost three thousand academics from 
this country ., for projects abroad ' 
prlmarUy in North America, Switzerland 
Md Austria. A total of 243 gJaderS 

Jgertflflc German - have become a 
permanent fixture at many universities 
J broad ' ® f < tf)® 352 lecturers appointed 
by DA AD a little more than two-thirds 


were allocated to European countries 
mainly France and Britain. The main 
i countr J i « benefiting from this 
mid aiJi"’ 35 in past yearSl India 

Providing these lecturers with educatio- 
nal courses and information about their 
host countries will be one of DAAD’s 
2fi tll S n l fu,ure - I* frankly 

DAAD also financed visits by groups of 
toieign academics and students for study 
A l? K> .® t three thousand persons 

fc if" 6 ® fr ° m r m * Sche «» 

Most of them came from Belgiuni 
UnIted States. 9 

BrouDi^fmm P ^' ded money for 31 
A? ra Ul,s country to study 
J broad - Almost one thousand poisons 
' fe Q '« d p One interestlng XreTlha 


sendee 2 rl?- 

the -Fe M ' 

course 6f sh 


of. .luiy re |„un2 td tKVir^S 

ur DBU *whl»mi 1 ] 6 j„iy , 9? J 


, pupils under twelve are not allwit. 

I participate in the taking of deckf 1 
those above sixteen are now able toe,: 
r without restriction more rights on 
’ grade and school conferences. 

Ha mburg has ma de “sense of js£ 
nient tlie pHme criierton fot 
membership of these committees. Nor: 
Rhine-Westphalia has decided up* J 
scheme under which tlie nuiuM :: 
parents represented will go down oven 1 ; \ 
years while the number of'pupUs rues. 

The limits , to pupils’ sharing L ’ 
decision-making are revealed in c- 1 
composition of tiie decisfon-nuLi 
bodies. The three-way parity planned 

S ractlsed in tlie Federal states d 
.amburg, Bremen, tlie Rhineland 
tinate and Bavaria has little in corns® 
with the three-way parity at uni vers* 
Those committees with gti equal nun# 
of teachers, parents and pupils have 
of a consultative than a decision-ms^ 
role in nearly all parts of tlie country 
Some Federal states are extrtiw 
hesitant about introducing thm*^ 
parity on their school committees-^*" 
Rhine-Westphalia allocates half the-**® 
to teachers and the other half to p*®* 
and pupils together. ■ 

Lower Saxony Uie Teachrt-wj 
(ufiw), which generally support*® * 
three-way split at the universities. ^ 
called for at least fifty-per-cent ol “ 
seats on all school committees s 
members. 

But as In the past it will be the Si* 
that will take decisions on the 
important issues. Teacliers in HamoJ 
will be ^able t6 propose candidates fo^j 
post of headmaster, and tlw *^2 
conference, consisting afi an - *5 
number of teachers, parents and pul* 
will bet able.' to approve or reject * 
proposal. But tlie final decision wiUt* 
be taken by the-autlioritles. •• ' • 
Schools irt' Bariin will be able to die* 
their ; Headmasters ffom two 'appU«J 
schooirrin ^Bremen ffom three. Butt** 
too, the candidates wiJI probably 09 “1 
forward^b^the’ Senator for Education-, 

■ ' ' 1 ' 5a (Sftn patter Nich rich ten, 9 July l* w j 


and died within 24 hours. that a verdict of death passed by priests 

A few days later one of the dead could kill a person miles away. We 

patient’s friends claimed (hut the spirits Europeans who live in tlie tropics know 

had told him lie was to die loo. Although better.” 

tlie people around him said this was As mental influences evidently play n 
nonsense, tlie man died three days later, major role here, an attempt lias been 

One of the most impressive examples of made to counteract them. This course of 

psychogenic death is the case of three action met with success in (lie case of a 

men who were seriously injured by a twelve year-old girl who had been forced 

leopard when out big game hunting. Two by a number olbovs to swallow h:ikiii(> 


magic and that she would die as a result. 

Ono of Dr Stumpfe's eye-witnesses 
employed even more potent magic. Ho 
gave (he girl a sugar cube coated In 
essence of ginger. The strength of lliis 
mixture made the girl catch her breath - 
but the curse was broken. 

When wc learn how calmly these people 
die as a result of black magic, we arc able 
to understand Uie comparable cases of 
prison ers-of-war dying in captivity. In his 
book Doctor In Stalingrad Dr H. Dibold 
writes: “Unfortunately there were also a 
number of sick people who did not return 
home because they let themselves go. 
They lacked the will to think, to move 
their muscles, to breathe or to feel.” 
American soldiers In Japanese captivity 
described tiiis strange condition as 
bamboo sickness. 

Similar crises of people allowing 
themselves to fall sick were observed In 
(he German concentration camps. These 
persons often died within a few days. 

Dr Stumpfe can only guess at the 
organic basis of psychogenic death. He 
docs not exclude the possibility that this 
type of dentil is prompted by the 
activation of inhibiting impulses which 
considerably impair the normal physical 
functions. 

The will to die 

in the case of the African who had n leg 
amputated death cannot be attributed to 
his refusal to eat - it takes more than a 
few days to die of starvation. 

in most cases, though not in all. (lie 
lack of the will to live any longer could 
prompt a physical condition (hut 
event u ally lends to demh. This theory' 
would explain death by black magic or 
death in piisuner ol war camps. But wo 
sail do not know flic OLganic reasons. 

Alfred FiiUnumn 

(MunnavcrM-iii! Allgtmeine, I J July 1973 ) 


What is happening 
in Germany? 

How do Germans view 
world events? 

DIE WELT, Germany's great independent quality daily with 
Nationwide circulation carries the answers to these questions plus full 
coverage of economic affairs. DIE WELT is available all over the 
Federal Republic and in more than 1 20 countries abroad. It is one of 
the world's very few really great newspapers. DIE WELT speaks 
authoritatively for West Germany all over the world. If you want to 
Mablish business connections with Germany or if you want to reach 
lop people In the Federal Republic, then you need DIE WELT — both 
as reader and as advertiser. 
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Benefits of open-plan office 
are now hotly contested 


~ AUgUSt N ' p, 592 - 16 August 1973 

Company chief ji SPORT 

becomes Ib 0 n . n 
chieftain l 


Nordwestf^Zeitun g 


telephones, his desk is made of expensive 
wood and was obviously not bought at a 
department store. Or maybe his insignia 
of office amount to no more than tho 
flourishing rubber plant by (he side of his 
desk. 

Professor Sdunidlke said: “The fine- 


O r „ 7 V — 6 ■ uy me SKIB OI 111 

flicc furnishers and architects have hi desk ’ 

ouenS 1 « 0i, rf fo , F et f aT P Pr ^ essor Sciui,i(llke said: “The fine 

J r as Si 6 ,I,ln * of ™ sound,n S eypression open-plan office 

SesM iLl fVL Ur ?Ji T iey I,ave bceri mea,ls n , oth,n S mor0 die encroach- 

XZ'JSJ*.**!*? floor atmosphere 


• Difficulties with concentration. When- ! 

ever someone walks past your desk it is a V-iOIliPailV 
disturbance, and it happens every five •. V 

minutes or so. llPpnmo TL ’’ 

• Air-conditioning. Cold feet, hot heads? : ctuI BcS 11)0 ; 

The fact that such complaints are ' 

justified is conceded by "the press 1 

spokesman of Osram, Munich, wlio I 

recently proudly held an open-day for " — 

£JZ"‘ iWdBbfitataJ 

He said: “Basically tlie trend is away 

from open-plan offices. When offices are — ^j! 

properly partitioned off it does not mean I “ ee Ni g«ians Edward. 25 iu 
that every time you have a question you l 4_ 24, 8,1(1 Orlando Op ara L^ ] 

go and ask the chap in the next office. * ho w ® re ^tenedwith i 

Workers tend to hold their horses until fr ?™ , the Federal Republic in ml 
they next see Hie tvnnn ml.#. . Will almnsf _ *1 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


& pS0 'f <os—,Z Into oniees, so that T'or" TS 
IteiSih .“‘fi n,Or0 . f,r !PP #, y* but now omolfonoJ barriers separating write mid 
the Idea is starling to he discredited. blue-coliar workers is removed * 

opon-pt, W ofn h. W b ^JS!lV; «he e nl’ aps " llS 15 r ° r reasons »hy 
In a lecture at (lie 2nd Health and landscape”. 

.iflETor ^ X 5 , Cr at l W 0 *" n p"?J!|5 J" h J S , hc, r F r rmor Schraldlke 

lbs conclusion was Uib! tlie ndvantnecs inti Ji ? , sl tl * eir lll,a 8° and became 

Although tlie initial fervour for nnrf^i!? Pin8 , P ? 0lS ’T* been nbo| l*=d 
open-plan offices has sfrned t n cmk if p typists put In smaller offices. It was 

gradually about* on“|n fi™ „cw oS te''" " 1 “ 1 ,l,C , n " , 10 s P llcre 

b ™ u “T 15 sl,n open - pZ s “ s ssrs^jsss^ 

»!"" ?"!«: Sdimidtke^wctdd 


open-plan oftlre ““ ta £3 H" " ““ d “ * h ‘ Vita, .he river 

mn (lie encroach- their query.” ^ who can answer jn this count rv E2 n,! >e a ° wd von wliidi Prague stands, the tennis 
floor atmosphere - ov ? r fif ! y w old . ** 


Professor Sclunidtke admitted that for 
generations people such as draughtsmen 
Iiave been working efficiently in largo 
open offices without undue interference 
irom those around them. 

He said that psychologically what was 
wrong wiUi ilic open-plan office was tho 


wrong wiili the open-plan office was tho 
tear it engendered among workers of 
becoming just anothor statistic a 
mass-produced human, a small fish in a 
big pool. His solution: “Humanity counts 
more than modernity.” 

Ingeborg Ueret 

(Nordwest Zetlung, 18 July 1973 ) 

Public against 
extremists in top 
jobs, survey reveals 


Their unnuai .... UKI * now over rnty years old, is 

probably P be^ ^ UuSCt,l,fl ^ : l to ca P ac,ty * As freight train 
proprietor nf _^ pted * fol i| /^motives noisily make their way across 
offered tn clnH firm , ,n i . Uberl,n ?^| ft railway viaduct overhead the fans 
theIrshid?« S |n h ■ SUrety for ■*#: w* themselves up Into a frenzy of 
Thfl Mi„ S n t us c ? llntr y- ! applause for their local heroes. 

Briton Rents’ benefit, 7 . To win in Prague, the old hands say, 

parents of . 38 J ^ ^ F? re than tho ability to 


nau staled that they would much rather 
work ui a small room alone or with a 
couple of colleagues at most - even if It 
SJ-BjvjnS ,( P ‘beir deep-pile carpet and 

Whether they like it or not they are on 
the receiving end of the craze for 
open-plan which affects architects, who 
then force their ideas on management, 
(lie supposed advantages nre: better 
cooperation with work colleagues. less 
time s^nt walking from one office to 
another and the breakdown of hierarchi- 
cal stnictuie. 

This last point for one - described as a 
significant step forward - functions far 
more in theory than in practice. 

Even if the boss has Ids desk 

oZl!«n m large open ofRcc »he 

The na r, qu,c , k > “ e who is in charge. 
IS C r i ,tian WB, U ,S are soundproofed so 

c HUr ft d r°f S n0t have t0 put up wi *h the 
clatter of typewriters and the ringing of 

S evenly-one per cent of people in tills 
country; still got their Sunday best 
uui of mothballs every Sunday last year, 
but here is a definite trend towards 
casual wear for the first day of the week 
According to the Allcnsbach public 
Opinion pollsters who carried out this 
tr» r »f y ? 84 P* T cent of people 
Lnt* n, Ped ® ral ^ e P«blic stated Uiat they 
got then best bib and tucker out for 
Sunday wear just five years ago, or at any 

f? ,c dre ? scd inorc smartly on Sundays 
than m the week. 

rJim , 1 P ‘ 1S 1 - r,Vfl y j Iirs cl,l> group of 

£.nril J ,Q cla,m , Ui dlcss ' ,|he same 0.1 
Sunday as any other day” has increased 

H^sr" 10 25 - « *t - 1- 

fhc figures were found to lie rmiidilv 
equal lor both sexes. But among m 

f rC3ler u ’ Mdcnt y flum umoiig 
women to dress cun more sloppily on 
.Sunday than cm other days, * 

1 ar ? Iww cx l»huinlioiu for this i 

trend. On the one hand more and more 1 
people in tills country are cunccriteil to , 


i-pian otflce was tho parents of tha th*T ‘ T J L I ou nwa Hlc mcrc aD, uty to When t] 

«nong workers of Nieeria and wil of y ng sluderi “ M> the ball Into a comer of the court tlie their own 

other statistic a reward m. 3 * ve,l J a roost m. j #pponenC can no longer reach. What is Pohmann 

n, a small fUhin a ^ 5*”'* »«• tarn h the end™ 

: “Humanity counts an hnnnE * u! ? ■ , llave biei} - '1 winner Jan Kodes. though th 

" Jnooh , the 22} wl,h a11 ,hi ^ h 8 quiet, unassuming family Davis C 

Ingeborg Lieret Thi^ ic n 1 ^ n . t . a,ls - 'oi who wears a grey jacket, grey with tad 

Zetiung, 18 July 1973 ) -JiJJfj 1 ^ ,e . i n ^ e Mr Edefl?: tousers and grey socks, and it was in though ti 

lin an nr 1 a,ISl - A fi w years 3 ^ of - 1 graying tennis stadium, tarnished lose the 
• , f p ^ ° r P ,lana fi e Nigeria and Rrf ly decades of smoke from passing Kodes bu 

IgaiXlSt lepercolo b** 1 * 3S a rcsearch 

, • . His latest act of kindness came »!i 

IS 111 top . the , uinwst penniless Nigerian nufc 
r looted like being ground in the reientti 
»V I'pvpulc » 1 10 bureaucracy in tliiscflonq 

V L c ' A firm in Ravensburg had oiTeuitl 

three a grant and the Federal Renta 
this country ore embassy in Lagos did not have mi 
political radicals thoughts about flying the three lato. 


nicy uiu not make for the greater 1%/r oct .mnk .u. T a B : an i ma the federal Reph 

contact between workers timt had been IVl o»nnS.H P 1 m c ° unlry orc e mbassy in Lagos did not hare ncJ 

SSsrSHi gmvss 


motivation behind ihc creation of 
open-plan is really a system or values, or 
whether it is just vested interests at work. 

* scheme of values (hat takes in 
1Um ^ n needs has so Tar not been 
in evidence, but all we have seen has been 
the commercial endeavours of office 
furniture manufacturers who have such 
open-plan bureaux for sale. 

JS most , frequent complaints from 
office workers who have been in 

years are- SUrroundin & s for 8 “umber of 

* Colleagues bawl out to each 

Thllr S Cr ° SS 3 5 pace of Ulree “offices”. 
IorWn» !U e5 h ?" S not c J on « m oilers 

diSclon bel ' Vee " and ls a 


Fewer people 
k ee P glad-rags 
for Sunday 


And secondly leisure dollies designer, a d TfiZr’ f , „ P 'r Cen ‘ ° rskill(:d workers 
have produced a new range of clothes mow Tr, P * n CI ,cc h>“caJ experts dress 
that suit the test-day pastiiressor nennt^ "i"™ formally o'! Sunday.. 

In till, counjiy far Inner than ahinrfiuh? and°die ‘sSf | C ‘ Vil 1 M [ val " s ' freelances 
starched collars and formal lies. ' 61 or L P ‘? ye . d lllc n E ure is only 

Education. .. . ™ “"ior derb 


Eovcmment of Badc-Wtirttcmbcrg 7 
Wicker t questioned 2,067 West Ger- 
mans whether they objected to those 
with extremist views being employed as 

Sixti C thm e UjgeS ° r Senior po,lce of hcials. 
iriP» y ce,lt werc 0 PP<»ed to the 

idea, 26 per cent had no objections 

eleven per cent were of no opinion cither 

There was an even stronger bodv of 
support for the “security clause”. Asked, 
do you consider it right that the 
government should ascertSn whether a 
person s in favour of a free and 

n fE!? Crfl il C « S0C !. aI system before em- 
ploying him in the State service? ’’ 7 *> De r 

cent replied in the affirmative. Nineteen 
per cent were against tills question and 

nine per cent didn’t know. 

(Bremer Nachrichlen. 10 July 1973) 

® d “f. l,on 61 ,P«r cent say they wear the 
wble f f 0 , i heS ° n Spnday 85 w olher 

siliyt'rhe^f ^- 1 d ~ 

This pattern Is repeated among tlie 

tdces U in/n PCS °\ occu P alion wliei? one 

bSm, nri COnSlder 2 U » n lhe edu catlonal 
background required. Eighty-six percent 

of fanners, 80 per cent of skilled workers 
and 76 per cent of technical experts dress 
more formally on Sundays. 

JMS , civiI “"ants, freclonces 


grant and the three Nigerians were Ir" 
their own devices. They had been'in: 
country several months, but the Ik. 
government office in Ravensbuig uv " | 
to-accuse- 4 hfim_. of illeg al entry w ^ j 
country and threatendto oepoil thiaE- j 
the Nigerians’ lawyer managed to | 
revision of their case. 

Although their fate has not yBi-' 
finally decided their representative l*: 
Alec Eden are optlsmistic. When he ^ 
about the threatened expulsion to 
press Mr Eden immediately spur: ' 
their defence. j 

(Frankfurter Rundschau, IS Mf 1 ** 1 1 


Student drop-oul 
problem 

Continued from page 12 ■ 


“£!S , iiS 5 .* dpl, “ or " id -" 


Scventy-ninc per cent of Uiose 

m cIcmen(ary school 
cdikjtioii dress more smartly on Sundays 
than weekdays. Those with lower school 
certificate are less fussy - only 51 percent 
J“!i Wn * >eir g, i* J ra 8 s for die Lor^s DaJ 1 
ttith . W* school 


wear good clothes all through the week cerlifirM* IS * " ,ith ld8,ier school 
...d no, relain U,,„, fo, Su „4 


™^S ernmCnt “ffin* i, is down 1052 

-fer.-sassas' 

he lean wllilc s!llrl and lie the loss 
the wekend pUt, l>8 ^ ormal clothes on at 

i £a3sa“wa 

(Slutljarier Zeilung. 7 July 1973) 


Davis Cup defeat in Prague 
for tired tennis aces 

| on occasion. Then lie suddenly seems to 

! T\m hesitate, making the spectator’s boot itch 

1 I J | I I U 811(1 Saving rise to sentiments such as 

| LS ‘‘Come on, son, you’re a good player. Get 

f ; L:.l . ; j ; In there and win, for heaven's sake!” 

O n an idnnri in ihn ,i i Jllrgen Fassbendcr of Bonn is a more 

if h d“ the , Vlt8va » l ll,e r,v e r reliable player. He is a self-confident 
°ffl W nnw n r v a p^ Ue nff ands ’ t w 1 , e , n,ds alh l ete an ri generaUy gives of his best - 

fn°r 0 nnril« ^ F M. f °^ * - * wilh tllfl resuIt tliat W« play seldom 
pW to capacity. As freight tram reaches real highlights. 

VMO ives noisfly make their way across Tiro third man is not only sclf-confl- 
™ duct overhead the fans dent; he is impudent. Together with 
,i'ik themselves up into a frenzy of Fassbender tousle-headed blond Hans- 
pphuse for their local heroes. Jlirgen Pohmann is one of tlie best 

To win in Prague, the old hands say, doubles players in the world, 

ou need more than the mere ability to When the Prague crowd tried to fire on 

* ,he bal1 Int0 8 “mor of the court tlie their own players with rhythmic applause 
pponent can no longer reach. What is Pohmann went to the centre of the court 

wte, this year s local hero is tin and waved his thanks to tho stands as 

'imWedon winner Jan Kodes. though the applause were for himself. 

Kodes Is a quiet, unassuming family Davis Cup matches nre often replete 
an who wears a grey jacket, grey with tactics. In Prague it looked os 
ousers and grey socks, and it was in though tills country were expecting to 
igues greying tennis stadium, tarnished lose the two singles matches against 
f of smoke from passing Kodes but to win the doubles and the 

two other singles 
against Czechoslova- 
kia's No. 2, Jiri Hrcb- 
bcc, winning 3-2 on 
balance. The Federal 
Republic team failed 
to pull it off because 
-oddly enough -ono 
uf the visiting players 
lias been too success- 
ful over the past ten 
months. Since last 
October JUrgen Fass- 
benderhns taken part 
in virtually ail major 
(and financially re- 
warding) tourna- 
ments all over the 
..world. He has played 
relentlessly, virtually 
without interrup- 
tion. In Prague, 
where for once he 
was playing for his 
country rather than 
for personal kudos or 
profit, he was beset 
by something that In- 
variably befalls peo- 
ple under permanent 
stress sooner or later 
— a trough. Worn out 
and in poor physical 
and mental form, 
Fassbender lost un- 
Jurgen Fassbender and Hens JUrgen Pohmann expectedly to Hreb- 

I Photo: Schlrner) (j ec> thus clinching 
■omotives, that lie was instrumental In the outcome Czechoslovakia's favour, 
utmg tlie Federal Republic of . Sensibly enough, though a little late in 
many out of the Davis Cup. the day, the Tennis Association ordered 

You know,” he explained, “your him to take it easy for a fortnight. This 

are very good, but they was only one of the moves inaugurated 

k even better If only they had a with the aim of keeping this promising 

. "rora patience. You don’t always team In being For as long as possible. 

10 la ke mad shots in tennis. There Tennis, which has been commercialised 
‘ l " n8s when you havo to wait until the in recent years more thoroughly thap any 
" l roan makes a mistake. The score Is other sporting discipline, now lias to offer 

its stars a good deal mare than fine' 
needless to say, is far too good a holidays to be assured of their loyalty. It 
n ! J Player to dIqv nothina but a « lu sl also be a matter of hard cash. 


J* • 


after weighing up the nros'and M<*| “ j" 

Extensive written material, i#"' 1 ; ,™ 0<v " he explained, “your 

university representatives and 6 *® c 4 u !^ rs ’“Jf 8 ° od ;. bu ‘ 

Mon about future careers & » Lr* “ even tellet If only they had a 
demanded. The Research Depart®"' hr ‘,'^ paUence. You don t always 
also believes that students should be fc mad shots in tennis. Thera 

some opportunity of taking j when you havo to wait until the 
problems along to lecturers. , fe JS makes a mistake. The score Is 

Finally, any potential drop-out » ■ 

have a final interview with a lecturer^ . ^. needless to say, is far too good a 

his department. He should also y * player to play nothing but a 

recommended to go along j to 9 psyche |»*,p 8 a me. His words are reminiscent 
and psychological advice centre. : . . j Su 2 d Soldier Scliweyk, with perhaps 
On the whole the recommendali^ P Icl °n or academic training. 

. aim at making contacts between siu^ ( 10 young Germans ho means are a 

and university teachers closer IhM t n 181x11,10 of rite easy grace of past 

are at present. A further Investigarto°J: «, l |ll lQns of tennis greats and young- 
probably be needed to explain how P *®ose sclf-confidencc can at limes 
can be brought in line with (. .^VcraUng. 

growth and pldns 1 for compreh^^ Metier of Munich, probably the 
universities wilh 25,000 to 30.» , lalented member of the team, is at 

students. Kluge#* >juL h ? youn 8 man capable of 

tier Hartmann sho ‘s worthy of the all-limo 

Rainer Harm**' ^ shols |hat hav / indeed proved 

(Kfltnetsudi-Anzais«. than a match for the world's best 


Rudolf Harblg Prize 
for Heide 

Long-jump and pentathlon star Hekla 
Rosandahl (left) is hare seen at Munich 
airport bn returning from Berlin, where 
she had been awarded the Rudolf Harbig 
Prize for her contribution to amateur 
athletics in this country. In Munich she 
was welcomed by a porter and Richard 
Kick (right), the city's only current 
national champion, (Photoi.Waiak) 


hi the United States various tennis 
circuses arc at the ready with tempting 
offers to turn professional that involve 
spending nearly the entire summer on the 
other side of the Atlantic and consequent 
non-availability for one’s country. 

One official In Prague noted that lie felt 
Hire a firm training young apprentices 
only to sec them one after another go to 
the competition once they had learnt 
their trade. 

In order to alter this state of affaire this 
country hopes to outrival the Americans 
by establishing a European circuit of 
professional tournaments sponsored by 
large firms. 

Swift action is needed, however. 
Fassbender and Mailer need only sign on 
the dolled line, but if they do turn 
professional, they will soon come to 
realize that a spell of poor foim costs 
hard cash too. Ulrich Kaiser 

(Dio Zell, 27 July 1973) 





Emil Bactf 

World championship triumph for 
fencing coach Emil Beck 

M ost of the first-rate foil, epee and than entitled to the designation “master” 
sabre specialists at tho world tin 1ms PUftlvPi I .1 Ctuln nf Ills mu I 1 inr] nirmt 


LYX sabre specialists at the world 
fencing championship in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, have trained at some time or 
other under Emil Beck of Taubcrbischofs- 
Iteim. 

Beck was overjoyed to sec his proteges 
do so well at last, notching up n bronze 
medal in the overall team placing behind 
the Soviet Union and Hungrary and the 
world championship title in the tfpee. 

This showing represented the crowning 
achievement of twenty years of involve- 
ment with fencing for Emil Beck. 

Twenty years ago Beck, an elgliteen- 
year-old hairdresser, saw fencing in a 
cinema newsreel and was thrilled by the 
idea. With a track suit of old hessian lie 
cycled from Taubcrbischofsheini to Bad 
Mergeuthcim, twelve miles away, for Iris 
first fencing lessons. 

A few years later this traffic reversed. It 
was Beck who was giving the instruction. 
He proved to have a real knack at 
transmitting his enthusiasm to young 
people. 

More and mare fencing enthusiasts 
were trained by Emil Beck, and the stage 
of the local hall soon became the venue 
of the country's fencing talent. Tauber- 
bischofsheim Football Club boasted the 
largest fencing section of any sports club 
In the country. 

Enril Beck's home town is now the 
home of the national training centre, 
where fencers from all over the world 
meet for coaching by Beck in the early 
stages, advanced fencing and perfection. 

Fencing as a discipline In tradition dies 
hard, but although Emil Beck is more 


than entitled to the designation “master” 
he has evolved a style of Iris own and even 
his youngest protdgds, fun r-y car-old tots, 
cliccrfully call him Emil. 

International success has not fallen into 
his lap. Setbacks lie has had. His team did 
not live up to expectations at the Vienna 
world championships in 1971, and last 
year’s Munich Olympics turned out to be 
one of his greatest disappoint men Is ever. 

His team had been undefeated in 
fifteen previous international contests, 
but Rudi Maier sustained a tragic 
breakdown during the Olympic tourna- 
ment and by international agreement this 
country was barred from carrying on to 
tlie quarter-finals. 

Many a coach would never have 
survived a setback of this magnitude, but 
not so Emil Beck. "You cairt have bad 
luck all the time,” lie commented, "some 
time or other your luck just has to turn." 

And so its has done. This year Beck has 
notched up three national team champion- 
ships, two national Individual champion- 
ship titles, two national junior titles, 
Matthias Behr as runner-up to the junior 
world champion, three Tauberbischofs- 
heim men in the foil team that won the 
silver medal at Gothenburg and, to crown 
it all, the world championship title for his 
ep£e team. 

This ample confirmation of his 
methods ought to make life easier for 
Emil Beck with iris own officials, who 
have often proved as difficult to convince 
as wins have been elusive. Friday the 
thirteenth of July has been Emil Beck's 
lucky day. BruniHennig . 

(Di« Welt. 16 July 1973) 
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